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Hekena mai te manawa wairua   

Hekena mai te manawa paopaoa 

Tukuna mai ngā kete mātauranga 

Tukuna atu te manawa ita tāngata 

Hui e tāiki e!! 

 

Tēnā koutou katoa 

 

 

 

Descends the spiritual heart 

Descends the beating heart 

Releasing the baskets of knowledge 

Releasing the hearts of humanity 

It is promised!! 

 

Greetings to you all 



 

1. Introduction 
 

This is a list of the international treaties that the Government of New Zealand is currently 
negotiating or considering becoming party to. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade compiles 
this list every six months. The information is intended to increase awareness of international 
treaties and to assist interested parties to contribute their views as New Zealand develops its 
position on a range of international treaties. The list provides a contact point for further information 
on specific international treaties.  Additional copies are available free of charge from the Legal 
Division of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade and an electronic version is available on the 
Ministry’s website at www.mfat.govt.nz 

 
New Zealand is currently party to approximately 1500 international treaties.  As many treaties are 
in force for a limited period of time, New Zealand has been party to a total of almost twice that 
number.  Each year New Zealand is engaged in a multitude of international negotiations that may 
result in the conclusion of new treaties. In addition, existing treaties may be amended as 
international circumstances require.  

 

A description of the terms commonly used in the international treaty-making process can be found 
on page ii of this booklet, along with a description of the process by which New Zealand becomes 
a party to an international agreement on page iii. 

 

In 1996 the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade published a consolidated list of all the 
international treaties that New Zealand had already signed or ratified at that point. A copy of the 
Consolidated Treaty List (including 1997-2009 Supplement) is available free of charge from the 
Ministry. To request a copy of the Consolidated Treaty List, or for further information on the 
international treaty-making process, please contact the Treaty Officer in the Legal Division of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

 

Engagement with Māori: 
 

The government department leading New Zealand’s involvement in respect of a particular treaty 
must identify at an early stage whether there is a need for engagement with Māori. The lead 
department is responsible for establishing the level of engagement based on the nature, degree 
and strength of interest among Māori. Such engagement may range from raising awareness of the 
issues by distributing information papers through to full consultation. 
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34 The Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks 30 
 
35 The Madrid Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the 

International Registration of Marks 31 
 
36 The Nice Agreement Concerning the International Classification of 

Goods and Services for the Purposes of the Registration of Marks 32 
 
37 Substantive Patent Law Treaty 33 
 
Environment and Science 
 
38 Liability Annex to the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the 
 Antarctic Treaty  34 
 
39 The Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Conventions on 

Climate Change 34 
 
40 New Agreement Under the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change 35 
 
41 Japan-New Zealand Science and Technology Cooperation Agreement 37 
 
42 The Radio Regulations 37 
 
43 The Constitution and Convention of the International 

Telecommunications Union 38 
 
44 The Constitution of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity 39 
 
Human Rights 
 
45 Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the 

Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography 40 
 
Health 
 
46 Agreement Between the Government of New Zealand and the 

Government of Australia for the Establishment of a Joint Scheme for 
the Regulation of Therapeutic Products 41 

 
47 Protocols to World Health Organization Framework Convention on 

Tobacco Control 42 
 
Defence and Security 
 
48 United Nations Comprehensive Convention against Terrorism 44 
 
49 International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear 

Terrorism 44 
 
50 Amendment to the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear 

Material 45 
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51 Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Safety of United Nations 
and Associated Personnel of 1994 45 

 
52 Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and 

Relating to the Adoption of an Additional Distinctive Emblem 46 
 
53 Arms Trade Treaty 47 
 
54 Convention on Cluster Munitions 48 
 
55 Agreement Between the Government of the United States of America 

and the Government of New Zealand on Facilitating Science and 
Technology Cooperation that Contributes to Domestic and External 
Security Capabilities 49 

 
56 New Zealand-France Overreaching Security Agreement on the 

Exchange of Classified Material 49 
 
57 Samoa-New Zealand Visiting Forces Agreement 50 
 
58 Agreement Between New Zealand and Germany on the Exchange of 

Classified Defence Information 50 
 
Private International Law 
 
59 Hague Convention on Choice of Court Agreement 51 
 
60 Hague Convention on the Taking of Evidence Abroad in Civil or 

Commercial Matters 51 
 
61 Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other 

Forms of Family Maintenance 52 
 
62 Hague Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, 

Enforcement and Cooperation in Respect of Parental Responsibility 
and Measures for the Protection of Children 1996  52 

 
63 Agreement on Trans-Tasman Court Proceedings and Regulatory 

Enforcement 53 
 
UNICITRAL 
 
64 Convention on the Use of Electronic Communications in International 

Commerce 54 
 
Mutual Assistance and Extradition 
 
65 Treaty on Extradition Between the United States of America and 

New Zealand 55 
 
Corruption 
 
66 United Nations Convention Against Corruption 56 
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Organised Crime 
 
67 Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, 

Their Parts and Components and Ammunition Supplementing the 
United Nations Convention Against Transnational Organized Crime 57 

 
Double Taxation Agreements 
 
68 Double Tax Agreements 59 
 
Employment  
 
69 Working Holiday Schemes 61 
 
70 Dependants Employment Agreements  62 
 
Transport 
 
71 Air Services Agreements 63 
 
Social Security Agreements 
 
72 Social Security Agreements 64 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer: This list has been compiled by MFAT from information provided by 
government departments. While MFAT has endeavoured to ensure that the 
information is complete and accurate, there may be some inaccuracies. 
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MARITIME (including FISHERIES and SHIPPING) 

1. South Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement 
Common name: SIOFA  

In 1999 an unregulated orange roughy fishery emerged in the high seas of the south West 
Indian Ocean. In response to this development, discussion began with key players, including 
New Zealand, on the establishment of a regional fisheries management arrangement. Parallel 
to these discussions, negotiations were taking place between east African coastal States on a 
draft Agreement to establish a South West Indian Ocean Fisheries Commission (SWIOFC). In 
2001, it became clear that the two processes should be linked and the first consultation to 
establish a SWIOFC, including for high seas demersal fishery resources, took place. At the third 
consultation in January 2004, it was agreed that the interests of developing coastal States for 
cooperation and development in relation to fisheries within Exclusive Economic Zone 
jurisdictions would be progressed separately from interests in the high seas fisheries. A 
separate high seas agreement would therefore be negotiated.  

The SIOFA aims to establish a legally-binding framework to manage the demersal species in 
the high seas areas of the South Indian Ocean. The objectives of the Agreement are to ensure 
the long term conservation and sustainable use of the fishery resources in this area and to 
promote sustainable development of fisheries taking into account the needs of developing 
states bordering the region and party to the Agreement. The Agreement provides mechanisms 
for the Meeting of Parties to adopt legally binding conservation and management measures to 
achieve these objectives which contracting parties will be required to implement and enforce. 

Lead agencies: Ministry of Fisheries 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Multilateral. Negotiations concluded. Text adopted at a 
Diplomatic Conference held in July 2006.  New Zealand signed 
the Agreement in July 2006. 

Legislation required: Under Review. 

Contact: James Brown 
Senior International Adviser  
Ministry of Fisheries  
james.brown@fish.govt.nz  
Ph (04) 819 4697 

 

2. Convention Establishing the South Pacific Fisheries Management 
Organisation 
Common name: South Pacific Regional Fisheries Management Organisation 
(SPRFMO) 

In 2006, New Zealand, Australia and Chile initiated a process to establish a new international 
agreement for the conservation and management of non-tuna species in high seas parts of the 
South Pacific. The SPRFMO should cover non-tuna species not covered by other RFMOs. The 
SPRFMO should ensure long-term sustainability of fish stocks and address the impacts of 
fishing on biodiversity. It is envisaged that the RFMO should also reflect “best practice” in 
international fisheries management and be based on the principles outlined in the United 
Nations Fish Stocks Agreement 1995 (even though species coverage is likely to be broader 
than straddling and highly migratory fish stocks). At the third meeting in Chile, May 2007, the 
participants to the negotiations agreed to non-legally binding interim conservation and 
management measures which cover management of pelagic fisheries and deep water fisheries 
and data collection in respect of the high seas area under discussion. Voluntary standards have 
also been agreed for vessel monitoring systems, data collection and observer coverage levels 
in fisheries in the area. 
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Lead agencies: Ministry of Fisheries 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Department of Conservation 
 

Status: Multilateral. Seven meetings of interested parties have taken 
place. An eighth meeting will be held in New Zealand, 8-14 
October 2009. 

Website: www.southpacificrfmo.org 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

It is difficult to identify with any precision the potential impact 
such a treaty may have on Māori. It is currently anticipated that 
any impact would be minimal. In any case, all efforts will be 
made to ensure full consultation with interested Māori groups in 
the lead-up to formal negotiations and throughout their duration. 

Other interest groups include: 

(i) Environmental NGOs (including Greenpeace, ECO, 
Forest and Bird and WWF) 

(ii) Fishing Industry interests (Seafood Industry Council 
and New Zealand fishing companies). 

Legislation required: Not yet clear. 

Contact: James Brown 
Senior International Adviser 
Ministry of Fisheries 
james.brown@fish.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 819 4697 

 

3. 2005 Protocols to the Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts 
Against the Safety of Maritime Navigation and its Protocol of 1988 Relating 
to Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf 
Common name: 2005 SUA Protocols 

The 2005 SUA Protocols broaden the list of acts made unlawful under the original 1988 SUA 
Convention and Protocol to include new maritime terrorism offences such as using a ship in a 
manner that causes death or serious injury. They also create new offences relating to the illicit 
trafficking of weapons of mass destruction and related materials.  The Protocol of 2005 to the 
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of Maritime Navigation also 
introduces provisions for the boarding of ships where there are reasonable grounds to suspect 
the commission of an offence under the amended Convention. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Multilateral.  The Protocols were adopted on 14 October 2005 
and opened for signature on 14 February 2006, but have yet to 
enter into force. New Zealand signed the Protocols in January 
2007 and is in the process of considering ratification of the 
Protocols.  

Legislation required: Amendments to existing legislation will be required. 

Website: 

 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/notinforce/2005/3
0.html 
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Contact: Alex Rogers 
Legal Adviser 
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
alex.rogers@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8547 Fax (04) 439 8103 

 

4.   International Convention on Liability and Compensation for Damage in 
Connection with the Carriage of Hazardous and Noxious Substances by 
Sea 1996 
Common name: HNS Convention 1996 

The HNS Convention creates a liability and compensation regime to ensure that compensation 
is available for damage caused by incidents involving hazardous and noxious substances 
(HNS) carried by sea.  The Convention establishes a two-tier liability regime. Tier 1 provides 
strict liability compensation from ship owners combined with requirements for compulsory 
insurance to cover that liability. Tier 2 provides additional compensation from an international 
fund financed by levies on HNS cargoes.   

Lead agency: Ministry of Transport 
 

Status: Multilateral. The Convention was adopted by the International 
Maritime Organisation in 1996.  

Due to compliance difficulties, there are international moves to 
review or replace the Convention. 

New Zealand is monitoring developments and will await further 
clarification before considering whether to become party to the 
Convention. 

Website: http://www.austlii.edu.au/cgi-
bin/disp.pl/au/other/dfat/seldoc/1996/4409.html?query=%20 
Hazardous%20and%20Noxious%20Substances 
 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

The Convention will have little or no implications for Māori 
interests.  It is anticipated that consultation will take the form of 
a written discussion paper calling for written submissions. 

Interest groups with which consultation is appropriate include: 

(i) shipping industry organisations such as the 
New Zealand Shipping Federation and the 
New Zealand Marine Transport Association; 

(ii) chemical industry organisations such as Petroleum 
Exploration and Production Association of 
New Zealand, New Zealand Chemical Industry Council 
and the New Zealand Association for Animal Health and 
Crop Protection;  

(iii) receivers of HNS goods; and 

(iv) maritime insurance industry organisations such as the  
Insurance Council of New Zealand. 

Legislation required: Amendments to the Maritime Transport Act are likely to be 
required. 
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Contact: Margaret Mabbett 
Manager, Maritime 
Ministry of Transport 
m.mabbett@transport.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 9373 Fax (04) 439 9004 

 

5. Protocol on Preparedness, Response and Cooperation to Pollution    
 Incidents by Hazardous and Noxious Substances 2000 
Common name: OPRC-HNS Protocol 2000 

The International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation 1990 
(OPRC Convention) requires that States have a comprehensive national system for 
preparedness and response to marine oil spills. New Zealand is a party to the OPRC 
Convention. 

The OPRC-HNS Protocol 2000 would establish a comparable system for spills of hazardous 
and noxious substances. This would ensure that New Zealand is adequately prepared for, and 
capable of responding to, major HNS spills in New Zealand waters. This would decrease the 
risk of damage to the marine environment from harmful and noxious substances carried by sea. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Transport 
 

Status: Multilateral. The Protocol was adopted by the International 
Maritime Organisation in 2000. New Zealand is actively 
considering becoming party to the Protocol. 

Website: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/notinforce/2003/9
.html 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

The Protocol will have little or no implications for Māori interests. 

A discussion document for public consultation calling for written 
submissions was released in November 2007.  A summary of 
submissions is available on the Ministry of Transport website. 

Interest groups with which consultation is appropriate include 
shipping industry organisations, regional councils, the
New Zealand Fire Service and the New Zealand Marine 
Transport Association. 

Legislation required: Changes to the Maritime Transport Act would be required.  
There may be some consequent amendments to other 
legislation, such as the Fire Service Act, as well as rules and 
regulations. 

Contact: Margaret Mabbett 
Manager, Maritime 
Ministry of Transport 
m.mabbett@transport.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 9373 Fax (04) 439 9004 
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6. International Convention on Civil Liability for Bunker Oil Pollution Damage 
2001 
Common name: Bunkers Convention 2001 or Bunker Oil Convention 2001 

Oil spills from ships’ bunkers account for most oil spills in New Zealand and a significant 
proportion of oil spills internationally.   

The International Convention on Civil Liability for Oil Pollution Damage 1992 and the 
International Convention on the Establishment of an International Fund for Compensation for Oil 
Pollution Damage 1992 ensure that compensation is available for damage caused by pollution 
from oil cargoes carried in bulk at sea. 

The Bunkers Convention establishes a liability regime for damage from bunker oil spills.  The 
regime consists of strict but limited liability for ship owners and requirements for compulsory 
insurance to cover that liability. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Transport 
 

Status: Multilateral. The Convention was adopted by the International 
Maritime Organisation in 1973. New Zealand is actively 
considering becoming party to the Convention.  Parliament 
considered the Convention in August 2008. 

Website: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/notinforce/2002/2
5.html 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

The Convention will have little or no implications for Māori 
interests.   

A discussion document for public consultation calling for written 
submissions was released in November 2007.  A summary of 
submissions is available on the Ministry of Transport website. 

Interest groups with which consultation is appropriate include: 

(i) shipping industry organisations and the New Zealand 
Marine Transport Association; and 

(ii) maritime insurance industry organisations such as the 
Insurance Council of New Zealand. 

Legislation required: Changes to the Maritime Transport Act, and possibly some rules 
and/or regulations, would be required. 

Contact: Margaret Mabbett 
Manager, Maritime 
Ministry of Transport 
m.mabbett@transport.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 9373 Fax (04) 439 9004 
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7. Protocol Relating to Intervention on the High Seas in Cases of Pollution by 
Substances Other Than Oil 
Common name: Intervention Protocol 1973 

The Intervention Convention 1969 affirmed the right of coastal States to take measures on the 
high seas to protect their coastlines from pollution by oil following a maritime casualty. 
New Zealand is a party to the Intervention Convention 1969.  The Intervention Protocol 1973 
would extend the coverage of the Convention to pollution by substances other than oil.   

The Protocol would also require a coastal State to consult with other States and persons whose 
interests would be affected by the measures (such as the respective flag States, the owners of 
the affected ships or cargo) before it undertakes intervention measures on the high seas.  A 
coastal State would be required to pay compensation for damage caused by intervention 
measures that exceeded those allowed by the Protocol.   

Lead agency: Ministry of Transport 
 

Status: Multilateral. New Zealand has signed the Protocol and is 
actively considering ratification.  Parliament considered the 
protocol in August 2008. 

Website: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/1984/5.html 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

A discussion document for public consultation calling for written 
submissions was released in November 2007.  A summary of 
submissions is available on the Ministry of Transport website. 

Interest groups with which consultation is appropriate include 
shipping industry organisations such as the New Zealand Shipping 
Federation and the New Zealand Marine Transport Association. 

Legislation required: Changes to the Maritime Transport Act, and possibly some rules 
and/or regulations, would be required.   

Contact: Margaret Mabbett 
Manager, Maritime 
Ministry of Transport 
m.mabbett@transport.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 9373 Fax (04) 439 9004 

 

8. Protocol of 1996 to Amend the 1976 International Convention on the 
Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims  
Common name: LLMC Protocol 1996 

The 1976 International Convention on the Limitation of Liability for Maritime Claims (LLMC) was 
adopted by the International Maritime Organisation in 1976 and came into force internationally 
in December 1986.  The Convention was later amended by the LLMC Protocol, which came into 
force in May 2004. 

The LLMC sets out ship owners’ rights to limit their liability in respect of various types of 
maritime claims, including loss of life or personal injury, loss or damage to property and loss 
resulting from delay in the carriage by sea of cargo, passengers or luggage.  The LLMC also 
identifies conduct that will bar a limitation claim, the formula for calculating the limits of liability 
and the unit of account to be used. 

New Zealand implemented the LLMC through Part VII of the Maritime Transport Act 1994. 

The purpose of the LLMC Protocol is to significantly increase the liability limits for compensation 
established in the LLMC Convention due to erosion of their value by inflation. 
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Lead agency: Ministry of Transport 
 

Status: Multilateral. The Protocol entered into force internationally in 
2004. New Zealand is actively considering becoming party to 
the Protocol.  Parliament considered the Protocol in August 
2008. 
 

Website: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/2004/16.html 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

The Protocol will have little or no implications for Māori interests.  
A discussion document for public consultation calling for written 
submissions was released in November 2007.  A summary of 
submissions is available on the Ministry of Transport website. 

Interest groups with which consultation is appropriate include: 

(i) shipping industry organisations and the New Zealand 
Marine Transport Association; and 

(ii) maritime insurance industry organisations such as the 
Insurance Council of New Zealand. 

Legislation required: Amendments to the Maritime Transport Act. 

Contact: Margaret Mabbett 
Manager, Maritime 
Ministry of Transport 
m.mabbett@transport.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 9373 Fax (04) 439 9004 

 

9. International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Fishing Vessel Personnel 
Common name:  STCW-F  
International Maritime Organisation 

The Convention establishes mandatory international safety standards for crews of fishing 
vessels. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Transport 
 

Status: Multilateral. Adopted in July 1995.  Not yet in force.  
New Zealand officials are in the early stages of considering 
potential accession. 

Website: http://www.intfish.net/igifl/treaties/multilateral/stcw-f.html 
 

Particular interest to As part of its assessment, the Ministry of Transport will consult 

Legislation required: Likely. 

 

 

Contact: Margaret Mabbett 

Māori and other 
groups: 

with relevant government departments, the fishing industry and 
the New Zealand Council of Trade Unions.  Wider public 
consultation is anticipated. 
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Manager, Maritime 
Ministry of Transport 
m.mabbett@transport.govt.nz 

) 439 9004 
 

10. Torremolinos International Convention for the Safety of Fishing Vessels, 

rremolinos Convention 

The 1993 Protocol supersedes the International Convention for the Safety of Fishing Vessels 

The differences in design and operation between fishing vessels and other types of ships have 

The safety provisions addressed by the Protocol, incorporating and amending the 1977 

Lead agency: Ministry of Transport 

Status: ultilateral. Not yet in force.  Adopted in April 1993 by the 

Website: http://www.intfish.net/igifl/treaties/multilateral/sfv.htm

Ph (04) 439 9373 Fax (04

Protocol of 1993 
Common name: To
International Maritime Organisation 

(1977), taking into account technological evolution in the intervening years and the need to take 
a pragmatic approach to encourage ratification of the Instrument. 

hindered their inclusion in the Convention on the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) and the 
Convention on Load Lines.  The 1977 Convention contained safety requirements for the 
construction and equipment of new, decked, seagoing vessels of 24 metres in length and over, 
including those vessels also processing their catch.  Existing vessels were covered only in 
respect of radio requirements. 

Convention, are included in an Annex consisting of ten chapters.  The provisions include 
automatically controlled machinery spaces, improved life-saving appliances, immersion suits 
and thermal protective aids, satellite communication systems and other components of the 
global maritime distress and safety system. 

 
M
International Maritime Organisation.  New Zealand officials are 
in the early stages of considering potential accession.   

l 

Particular interest to As part of its assessment, the Ministry of Transport will consult 

Legislation required: Likely. 

Contact: Margaret Mabbett 

t 

Māori and other 
groups: 

with relevant government departments, the fishing industry and 
the New Zealand Council of Trade Unions.  Wider public 
consultation is anticipated. 

Manager, Maritime 
Ministry of Transpor
m.mabbett@transport.govt.nz 

) 439 9004 

 

Ph (04) 439 9373 Fax (04
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11. Annex VI (Prevention of Air Pollution from Ships) International Convention 
for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 1973, as amended 
Common name:  MARPOL VI 
International Maritime Organisation 

MARPOL Annex VI sets limits on sulphur oxide and nitrogen oxide emissions from ship 
exhausts and prohibits deliberate emissions of ozone depleting substances.  The Annex 
includes a global cap of 4.5% m/m on the sulphur content of fuel.  This will affect the type of fuel 
used for ships. 

The Annex also prohibits the incineration onboard ships of certain products, such as 
contaminated packaging materials and polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs). 

Lead agency: Ministry of Transport 
 

Status: Multilateral. Adopted by the International Maritime Organisation 
in 1997, and entered in force internationally 19 May 2005.  
New Zealand officials are in the early stages of considering 
potential accession. 

Website: http://www.amsa.gov.au/Marine_Environment_Protection/Revisi
on _of_Annexes_I_and_II_of_MAR-78/index.asp 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

As part of its assessment, the Ministry of Transport will consult 
with relevant government departments, the shipping industry, 
boating interests and the New Zealand Council of Trade Unions.  
Wider public consultation is anticipated. 

Legislation required: Yes.  

Contact: Margaret Mabbett 
Manager, Maritime 
Ministry of Transport 
m.mabbett@transport.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 9373 Fax (04) 439 9004 

 

12. Annex IV (Prevention of Pollution by Sewage from Ships) International 
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution from Ships 1973, as amended 
Common name: MARPOL IV 
International Maritime Organization 

Annex IV regulates the discharge of sewage into the sea; ships’ equipment and systems for the 
control of sewage discharge; the provision of facilities at ports and terminals for the reception of 
sewage; and requirements for survey and certification.  It also includes a model International 
Sewage Pollution Prevention Certificate to be issued by national shipping administrations to 
ships under their jurisdiction. 

The Annex entered into force internationally on 27 September 2003.  A revised Annex was 
adopted on 1 April 2004, with an entry into force date of 1 August 2005. 

The revised Annex will apply to new ships engaged in international voyages, of 400 gross 
tonnage and above or which are certified to carry more than 15 persons.  Existing ships will be 
required to comply with the provisions of the revised Annex IV five years after the date of entry 
into force of Annex IV, namely 27 September 2008.  The annex requires ships to be equipped 
with either a sewage treatment plant, a sewage comminuting and disinfecting system, or a 
sewage holding tank. 
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The discharge of sewage into the sea will be prohibited, except when the ship has in operation 
an approved sewage treatment plant at a distance of more than 12 nautical miles from the 
nearest land. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Transport 
 

Status: Multilateral. Entered into force internationally September 2003, 
revised Annex adopted in April 2004, and entered into force 
internationally August 2005.  New Zealand officials are in the 
early stages of considering potential accession. 

Website: http://www.amsa.gov.au/Marine_Environment_Protection/Revisi
on _of_Annexes_I_and_II_of_MAR-78/index.asp 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

Māori are likely to be interested in the impact of MARPOL IV on 
discharge of human waste in the Coastal Marine Area. 

As part of its assessment, the Ministry of Transport will consult 
with relevant government departments, regional councils, the 
shipping industry, boating interests and the New Zealand 
Council of Trade Unions.  Wider public consultation is 
anticipated. 

Legislation required: Not yet clear. 

Contact: Margaret Mabbett 
Manager, Maritime 
Ministry of Transport 
m.mabbett@transport.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 9373 Fax (04) 439 9004 

 

13. Convention Concerning Work in the Fishing Sector 2007 
Common name: Work in Fishing Convention 
International Labour Organisation 

In 2007 the International Labour Organization (ILO) adopted the Work in Fishing Convention.  
The Objective of the Convention is to ensure that fishers have decent conditions of work on 
board fishing vessels with regard to minimum requirements for work on board; conditions of 
service; accommodation and food; occupational safety and health protection; medical care and 
social security.  The provisions cover similar aspects to the Maritime Labour Convention, but 
have less technical detail. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Transport 
 

Status: Multilateral. Adopted in May 2007 by the International Labour 
Organisation, but not yet in force.  New Zealand officials are in 
the early stages of considering potential accession. 

Website: http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/cgi-lex/convde.pl?C188 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

As part of its assessment, the Ministry of Transport will consult 
with relevant government departments, the 
New Zealand Council of Trade Unions, and Business 
New Zealand. 

Legislation required: Likely. 
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Contact: Margaret Mabbett 
Manager, Maritime 
Ministry of Transport 
m.mabbett@transport.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 9373 Fax (04) 439 9004 

 

14. International Convention for the Control and Management of Ships’ 
Ballast Water and Sediments 
Common name: International Ballast Water Convention 

The primary objective of the Convention is “to prevent, minimize and ultimately eliminate the 
risks to the environment, human health, property and resources arising from the transfer of 
harmful aquatic organisms and pathogens through the control and management of ships’ ballast 
water and sediments”.  

The introduction of foreign marine organisms can have potentially devastating impacts on a 
range of economic, social, cultural, and environmental values that we associate with our marine 
environment. Ballast water discharges are one of the main pathways by which foreign marine 
organisms could be introduced to New Zealand waters. 

The Convention will provide a binding set of international regulations to control discharges of 
ballast water by shipping. Existing controls in New Zealand provide some protection against 
introductions of marine organisms in ballast water discharges, but they have limitations. These 
limitations would be addressed by the Convention. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
 

Status: Multilateral. The Convention was adopted by a Diplomatic 
Conference in February 2004. It has yet to enter into force. 

The Government has determined that New Zealand will accede to 
the Convention, subject to the passage of implementing 
legislation.  

Website: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/notinforce/2005/18.
html 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

 

Public consultation on the options for New Zealand in response to 
the Convention was undertaken in late 2007. Feedback was 
received from the shipping industry and a range of marine 
stakeholder groups that benefit from biosecurity protection. The 
views of stakeholders informed the Government’s decision on 
accession to the Convention. 

Legislation required: The Government has agreed to amend the Maritime Transport Act 
to give effect to the Convention. New Rules and Regulations made 
under that Act would also be required before New Zealand is able 
to accede to the Convention.  

Contact: Allan Bauckham   
Marine Biosecurity Programme Coordinator  
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry  
allan.bauckham@maf.govt.nz  
Ph (04) 894 0415 Fax (04) 894 0733 
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15. Maritime Labour Convention 2006 
International Labour Organisation 

In 2006 the International Labour Organisation (ILO) adopted a new Maritime Labour 
Convention. The Convention sets out comprehensive rights and labour protections for 
seafarers. It revises and consolidates over 60 existing ILO maritime labour instruments, in some 
cases dating back to the 1920s. They include 14 conventions to which New Zealand is party, 
which are implemented primarily in the Maritime Transport Act 1994 and in maritime rules. 
Obligations are also given effect through general legislation concerning labour, occupational 
health and safety, accident compensation, and social welfare.  New Zealand voted in support of 
the adoption of the Convention by the ILO, but is not yet party to it. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Transport 
 

Status: Multilateral.  The Ministry of Transport is currently assessing the 
compatibility of New Zealand’s law, policy and practice with the 
provisions of the Convention. 

Website: http://www.ilo.org/ilolex/cgi-lex/convde.pl?C186 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

As part of its assessment, the Ministry of Transport will consult 
with relevant government departments, the New Zealand 
Council of Trade Unions, and Business New Zealand. 

Contact: Margaret Mabbett 
Manager, Maritime 
Ministry of Transport 
m.mabbett@transport.govt.nz 
Ph  (04) 439 9373 Fax (04) 439 9004 

 

16. Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate Illegal, 
Unreported and Unregulated Fishing 
United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization 

The objective of the draft Agreement is to ensure the long-term conservation and sustainable 
use of living marine resources through strengthened and harmonized port State measures to 
prevent, deter and eliminate illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing. 

To this effect, the draft Agreement establishes a set of minimum standards on the management 
of access of fishing vessels and related support vessels to port.  It specifies requirements for 
vessels and related ports; under what circumstances States shall deny access to port services 
for IUU vessels; how information should be exchanged within and between States; how 
inspections of all fishing vessels (IUU and otherwise) should be prioritised and undertaken; 
follow up actions; and how disputes should be handled. 

Flag States are also required to ensure their vessels use ports of States that act in accordance 
with the Agreement.  This should help address ‘ports of convenience’ whereby vessels land fish 
at ports with weak inspection systems.  An Article on the special requirements of developing 
states requires Parties to cooperate to establish special funds and provide assistance in 
implementation. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Multilateral.  The first session of negotiation on the text took 
place in June 2008.  Two resumed negotiation sessions have 
taken place since.  Negotiations will continue with a third 
resumed session later in 2009. 
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Legislation required: Not yet clear. 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

There is not expected to be any direct impact on Māori interests. 

The broad definition of ‘fishing related activities’ used to capture 
support vessels that provide supplies to IUU fleets may impact a 
few New Zealand vessels not captured by existing fisheries 
legislation.  Support vessels, like fishing vessels, may be 
subjected to additional inspections, restrictions on port use, and 
subsequent penalties. 

Consultation with private sector and NGO stakeholders has 
already taken place on the draft Agreement and will continue.  
Both private sector and NGO stakeholder groups support the 
intent of the Agreement. 

Contact: Ben Sims 
International Advisor 
International Division 
Ministry of Fisheries 
ben.sims@fish.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 819 4710 Fax (04) 819 4644 
 
Amanda Thornton 
Policy Officer 
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
amanda.thornton@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8055 Fax (04) 439 8103 

 

17. Convention on Contracts for the International Carriage of Goods Wholly or 
Partly by Sea 
Common name: Rotterdam Rules 
United Nations Commission on International Trade Law 

The Convention on Contracts for the International Carriage of Goods Wholly or Partly by Sea is 
a private international law convention that allocates financial and legal risk between the carrier 
and cargo interests and regulates for such matters as:  

(i) minimum obligations of the shipper and carrier; 

(ii) special rules for dangerous goods; 

(iii) electronic commerce; and 

(iv) extension to non-negotiable instruments. 

The Convention applies to Contracts of Carriage, Bills of Lading and non-negotiable documents.  

New Zealand is currently a party to the Hague-Visby Rules. The objectives of this new 
Convention are to: (i) update the rules applicable maritime carrier liability; and (ii) develop an 
instrument that will be widely adopted, thereby harmonising the international application of 
maritime carrier liability rules (there are currently three maritime carrier liability regimes in 
existence).      

The general scope-of-application provisions of the Convention mean that it will apply to 
shipments either to or from a State Party. The implication for New Zealand is that, depending on 
whether New Zealand’s trading partners adopt the Convention, New Zealand traders may find 
themselves subject to its rules regardless of whether New Zealand adopts the Convention. 
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Lead agency: Ministry of Transport 
 

Status: Multilateral.  The United Nations Commission on International 
Trade Law began preparing the instrument in 2002 through its 
Working Group III (Transport).   

UNCITRAL Working Group III (Transport) met twice yearly from 
2002 to develop the text of the Convention and finished its work 
in January 2008 for presentation to the 41st UNCITRAL session 
in June/July 2008, where a final text was agreed for approval 
first by the United Nations General Assembly Legal Committee 
and then by the General Assembly Plenary. 

The United Nations General Assembly adopted the text of the 
Convention on 11 December 2008 and authorized the opening 
for signature of the Convention at a signing ceremony to be held 
on 23 September 2009 in Rotterdam, the Netherlands. 

Website: A/63/17 Report of the United Nations Commission on 
International Trade Law: 

http://www.uncitral.org/uncitral/en/commission/sessions/41st.ht
ml 

Legislation required: Yes.  Consultation is yet to occur on whether New Zealand 
should become a signatory to the Convention. If it is decided 
that New Zealand should adopt the Convention, the timeframe 
for the Bill will then be determined. 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

The Convention will have little or no implications for Māori 
interests.   

It is anticipated that general consultation will take the form of a 
written discussion paper calling for written submissions. Interest 
groups with which consultation is appropriate include: 

(i) the shipping industry and their organisations; 

(ii) cargo interests, exporters and organisations such as 
Export NZ; 

(iii) the maritime insurance industry and their organisations 
such as the Insurance Council of New Zealand; 

(iv) the maritime legal community and the Maritime Law 
Association of Australia and New Zealand; and 

(v) banks (in relation to negotiable documents).   

 
 

Contact: Jane Silvester 
Adviser 
Ministry of Transport 
j.silvester@transport.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 9368 Fax (04) 439 9001 
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18.  Agreements to Confirm Tokelau’s Maritime Boundaries 
 
Negotiations have begun for two agreements to confirm Tokelau’s maritime boundaries with 
Kiribati and the Cook Islands. Draft texts have been provided to Kiribati and Cook Islands 
authorities and are currently under consideration. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
 

Status: Bilateral.  Draft texts supplied to Kiribati and Cook Islands. 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: Marisa Macpherson 
Legal Adviser 
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
marisa.macpherson@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8023 Fax (04) 439 8103 

 

 www.mfat.govt.nz 15 

mailto:marisa.macpherson@mfat.govt.nz


 

FORESTRY and AGRICULTURE 

19. Amendments to the Plant Protection Agreement for Asia Pacific Region 
International Plant Protection Convention 
Common name: APPPA 

The Convention aims to prevent the introduction and spread within the Asia Pacific Region of 
destructive plant diseases and pests.  These amendments bring the Convention into line with 
the revised International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) and the World Trade Organisation 
Agreement on Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures. 

Key obligations include participation in regional sub-committees to develop regional and sub-
regional standards for plant protection.  These standards will be consistent with the IPPC, to 
which New Zealand has been party since 1952.  Other functions of the IPPC incorporated in the 
amendments include the harmonisation of pesticide regulations and a review of the status of 
integrated pest management and the promotion of its implementation within the region. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
 

Status: Multilateral. The text is finalised. New Zealand is considering 
accepting the amendments. 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: John Hedley 
Principal Advisor 
Biosecurity New Zealand 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
john.hedley@maf.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 894 0428 Fax (04) 894 0731 
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ARTS, CULTURE and HERITAGE (including EDUCATION) 

20. Film Co-Production Agreements 

Bilateral film co-production agreements facilitate and encourage co-productions between the 
respective countries’ film industries. Most recent agreements adopt a broad definition of ‘film’ – 
to mean “an aggregate of images, or images and sounds, embodied in any material, and 
includes television and video recordings, animations and digital format productions”.  

This type of agreement is intended to promote cultural understanding and to advantage the 
screen production industries in both New Zealand and the respective bilateral partner, on a 
project-by-project basis. Subject to the law in force in each country, such benefits are typically: 
access to funding, incentives and distribution arrangements, temporary ‘free’ entry of nationals 
of the other country and admission of cinematographic equipment for the purpose of making or 
promoting a co-production film.   

(i) China: Bilateral.  Negotiations commenced in July 2008.  New Zealand 
has provided Chinese authorities with a first draft of a proposed 
treaty text. 
 

(ii) India: Bilateral.  Negotiations commenced in September 2007. 
New Zealand is in negotiation with India on a draft of a 
proposed treaty text.  New Zealand provided its most recent 
comments in June 2009. 
 

(iii) South Africa: Bilateral.  Negotiations commenced in November 2006. 
New Zealand and South African authorities have agreed on the 
final text of the Agreement. The Agreement is awaiting 
signature. 

 
Lead agency: Ministry for Culture and Heritage 

 
Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

The impact on Māori interests will vary according to the content 
and subject of the film projects that gain approval as formal co-
productions under an agreement. As a rule, the impact on Māori 
will be consistent with the impact on both the wider screen 
production industry and the New Zealand population generally. 
Māori and Māori culture are likely to feature highly in some co-
production projects. 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: Vivien Meek  
Senior Policy Adviser 
Ministry for Culture and Heritage 
vivien.meek@mch.govt.nz  
Ph (04) 495 2560 Fax (04) 499 4490 

 

21. UNESCO: Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of 
Armed Conflict 1954, and its two protocols 
Common name: The 1954 Hague Convention 

The objective of the Convention is to provide a regime that will protect cultural property of 
significance in times of armed conflict. The Convention defines “cultural property” as “movable 
or immovable property of great importance to the cultural heritage of every people…”.  Parties 
to the Convention are obliged to refrain from using cultural property in a manner which is likely 
to expose that property to destruction or damage in the event of armed conflict. Parties are also 
obliged to refrain from an act of hostility directed against such property. The Convention is 
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supplemented by two Protocols.  The first deals with the illegal export of cultural property in 
times of armed conflict, and the second provides reinforced measures to support the 
Convention, including the establishment of a regime of ‘enhanced protection’ for cultural 
property that is of the greatest importance for humanity. 

Lead agency: Ministry for Culture and Heritage 
 

Status: Multilateral. New Zealand pledged at the 2003 International Red 
Cross Conference in Geneva that it would give early 
consideration to possible accession to the Convention.  The 
Parliamentary Treaty Examination process for the Convention 
and its protocols was completed in May 2008.  The instrument of 
ratification for the Convention was deposited with United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation on 24 July 
2008, with the Convention taking effect for New Zealand on 24 
October 2008.   

Accession to the Protocols cannot take place until relevant 
legislation has been enacted.  The Cultural Property (Protection 
in Armed Conflict) Bill was introduced to the House on 26 
August 2008, had its first reading on 2 September 2008, and 
was referred to the Government Administration Committee.  The 
Bill was reported back to the House on 29 May 2009. 

The Committee’s report can be read at the following link:
http://www.parliament.nz/enNZ/PB/SC/Documents/Reports/e/a/5
/49DBSCH_SCR4385_1-Cultural-Property-Protection-in-Armed-
Conflict-Bill.html 

Websites: Convention: 
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=13637&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.ht
ml 

First Protocol: 
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=15391&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.ht
ml 

Second Protocol: 
http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-
URL_ID=15207&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.ht
ml 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

This Convention will protect cultural property that is of 
importance to New Zealanders. It is anticipated that significant 
amounts of Māori cultural property will meet the test of being of 
‘great importance’ for the purposes of the Convention. The 
Ministry for Culture and Heritage therefore has consulted widely 
with Māori on this issue, and will continue to do so. 

Legislation required: Yes.  The relevant legislation was introduced to the House in 
2008. 

Contact: Edward Siddle 
Senior Policy Adviser 
Ministry for Culture and Heritage 
edward.siddle@mch.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 492 2562 Fax (04) 499 4490 
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22. The Regional Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and 
Degrees in Higher Education in Asia and the Pacific 
Common name: The Asia Pacific Recognition Convention 

The Asia Pacific Recognition Convention was adopted at the International Conference of 
States, Bangkok 1983.  It is the Asia Pacific region’s counterpart to the Convention on the 
Recognition of Qualifications Concerning Higher Education in the Europe Region (The Lisbon 
Convention).  However, it is a more detailed and technical document.  For a number of reasons, 
New Zealand has, to date, chosen not to accede to the Convention. 

The obligations under the proposed new Asia Pacific Recognition Convention are the same as 
the Lisbon Convention: 

(i) Under the Convention, New Zealand would be obligated to recognise the qualifications 
and periods of study issued by other Parties unless substantial differences could be 
proved by the institution that is charged with recognition.  Alternately, the institution can 
request the person seeking the recognition to obtain an assessment (a written 
appraisal) of their qualification or period of study.  New Zealand practice already 
complies with this requirement. 

(ii) Upon accession, New Zealand would identify a National Information Centre to facilitate 
access to authoritative and accurate information on the higher education system and 
qualifications of New Zealand and other Parties to the Convention as well as the 
provision of advice or information on recognition matters and assessment of 
qualifications of the other Parties.  The New Zealand Qualifications Authority has been 
designated as New Zealand’s National Information Centre and work is on track to 
establish the National Information Centre (website) by 30 June 2009. 

(iii) New Zealand would need to promote the use of a Diploma Supplement or equivalent 
across New Zealand’s degree-granting tertiary institutions.  A Diploma Supplement is a 
brief annex to a qualification designed to enhance the transparency and portability of 
the qualification.  Individual institutions would decide whether to adopt the Diploma 
supplement.  The Ministry of Education and the New Zealand Qualifications Authority 
have completed consultation on the use of a Diploma Supplement and guidelines for 
implementation are due to be published on 30 June 2009. 

Lead agency: New Zealand Qualifications Authority 
 

Status: Multilateral.  At the tenth Regional Convention in May 2009 the 
replacement text of the Convention was accepted by the 
UNESCO-led Working Group.  While not a full member of the 
Working Group, New Zealand Qualifications Authority has been 
involved in the redrafting process, providing comment on the draft 
sections as they have developed.  The Convention is now with 
UNESCO to complete the drafting process. 
 

Website: http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.phpURL_ID=13523&URL_DO=DO
_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

No perceived potential impact on Māori interests.  New Zealand’s 
three Wananga will be consulted alongside other Tertiary 
Education Organisations. 

Interest from New Zealand’s Tertiary Education Organisations 
including sector organisations, the New Zealand Vice-
Chancellors’ Committee (NZVCC) and the Institutes of 
Technology and Polytechnics of New Zealand (ITPNZ). 
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Legislation required: No. 

Contact: Julianne Patrick 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Policy (International) Unit 
New Zealand Qualifications Authority 
julianne.patrick@nzqa.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 463 4212 Fax (04) 802 3426 
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TRADE and INVESTMENT 

(a) TRADE 

23. Malaysia–New Zealand Free Trade Agreement 

Negotiations on the Malaysia-New Zealand Free Trade Agreement (MNZFTA) were 
substantively concluded on 30 May 2009.  

The MNZFTA represents a high quality and comprehensive Agreement that builds on the 
commitments already secured from Malaysia in the context of the ASEAN-Australia-New 
Zealand Free Trade Agreement.  

The bilateral FTA with Malaysia will broaden and deepen the trade and economic relationship 
between Malaysia and New Zealand by creating the conditions for greater flows of goods and 
services and higher levels of investment through the reduction and removal of bilateral barriers 
and improved cooperation. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: 

 

 

Bilateral. Negotiations commenced in May 2005 but were 
suspended in April 2006. In May 2008, Malaysian and New 
Zealand Trade Ministers agreed to resume negotiations and 
since then four further negotiating rounds were held before 
negotiations were substantively concluded on 30 May 2009.  

Malaysia and New Zealand will now be undertaking legal and 
technical verification of the FTA documents and New Zealand 
will be seeking cabinet approval of the outcomes prior to 
signature. Upon signature, full details of the FTA will be made 
publicly available. 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

As with other New Zealand FTAs, New Zealand will seek 
specific provision whereby New Zealand maintains its rights to 
take measures including in fulfilment of its obligations under the 
Treaty of Waitangi. Māori have been and will be further 
consulted as part of the general public and stakeholder 
consultations. 

Public submissions were invited in October 2004 in anticipation 
of the launch of FTA negotiations. Regular updates on 
negotiations are posted on the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade’s website as well as an invitation to stakeholders to 
contact negotiators with any trade concerns they would like 
addressed in the FTA. General and specific dialogue has also 
been undertaken with firms and interest groups around the 
country. 

Legislation required: Yes.  The timing of legislation related to the Malaysia–New 
Zealand FTA is not yet clear and will depend on the agreed date 
for signature. It is likely, however, that the relevant legislation 
will be introduced to the House in either the second half of 2009 
or the first half of 2010. 

Contact: Luke Leonard 
Coordinator, Malaysia–New Zealand Free Trade Agreement 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
luke.leonard@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8084 Fax (04) 439 8545 
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24. Agreement Between Hong Kong and New Zealand on a Closer Economic 
Partnership 
Common name: CEP 

The objectives of Hong Kong and New Zealand in negotiating this Agreement are: 

(i) to strengthen their bilateral relationship through the establishment of a mutually 
beneficial closer economic partnership; 

(ii) to liberalise, facilitate and expand bilateral trade in goods and services; 

(iii) to ensure a liberal, open bilateral environment to expand investment building on 
existing frameworks; 

(iv) to improve the efficiency and competitiveness of their goods and services sectors; and 

(v) to ensure measures affecting trade and investment between the two economies are 
transparent, fair and equitable. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: 

 

 

Bilateral. Under negotiation. In April 2001, New Zealand 
announced its intention to negotiate a CEP agreement with Hong 
Kong. Five rounds of negotiations took place. The negotiations 
were suspended in 2002 due to difficulties relating to rules of 
origin. The negotiations resumed in May 2009.  The second round 
of resumed negotiations will take place in July 2009.   

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

As with other New Zealand Free Trade Agreements, New Zealand 
will seek a specific provision whereby New Zealand maintains its 
rights to take measures including in fulfilment of its obligations 
under the Treaty of Waitangi. 

Regular consultations will be held with business and other 
stakeholders.  Negotiators welcome input from interested groups.   

Legislation required: Not yet clear. 

Contact: Julian Ludbrook 
Lead Negotiator 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
julian.ludbrook@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8097 Fax (04) 439 8522 

 

25. World Trade Organisation Trade Negotiations: Doha Development Agenda 
Common name: WTO DDA 

These negotiations are for a further round of multilateral trade liberalisation under the WTO, 
following on from the Uruguay Round. They involve cuts in tariffs and subsidies in agricultural 
and non-agricultural goods, expanded commitments on market access in services and various 
aspects of WTO rules. 
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Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Multilateral. The negotiations were launched on the basis of decisions 
taken at the WTO ministerial meeting in Doha in November 2001. 
Following suspension in July 2006 negotiations have resumed. 
Efforts are currently being made to conclude an agreement on the 
methodology for trade liberalisation of agriculture and industrial goods 
by early 2009. 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

 

To the extent that trade liberalisation has an impact on  
New Zealand export opportunities and export growth, Māori would 
expect to benefit along with other members of the 
New Zealand workforce and other New Zealand business groups. 
There may also be limited impacts on specific companies or 
sectors if New Zealand cuts tariffs as a result of commitments 
under the new Agreement. Previous analysis suggests that 
liberalisation of trade in agriculture, fisheries and forestry will have 
larger benefits for Māori than some other groups in the population 
because of the level of their participation in these sectors of the 
economy. 

The DDA covers a wide range of sectors. There has been 
consultation with interested groups across the range of sectors. 

Legislation required: Not yet clear, will depend on outcome of negotiations. 

Contact: Mark Sinclair  
Director 
Trade Negotiations Division  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
mark.sinclair@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8296 Fax (04) 439 8522 

 

26. World Wine Trade Group Agreement on Requirements for Wine Labelling 

The aim of the Agreement is to facilitate trade among World Wine Trade Group (WWTG) 
members by reaching agreement on a set of core labelling requirements which will, if met, allow 
a wine producer to use an identical common wine label in each of the WWTG markets.  
New Zealand’s commitments are to accept imports of wine labelled in accordance with the 
provisions of the Agreement.  

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Multilateral. New Zealand signed the Agreement on 23 January 
2007, and is working towards ratification. 

Website: http://www.trade.gov/td/ocg/wwtg.html 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

There have been extensive consultations with New Zealand 
Winegrowers, the group representing the New Zealand wine 
industry. 

Legislation required: No. The Agreement can be accommodated within 
New Zealand’s current regulatory framework and practice. 
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Contact: Mark Sinclair 
Director 
Trade Negotiations Division  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
mark.sinclair@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8296 Fax (04) 439 8522 

 

27.  Gulf Cooperation Council and New Zealand Free Trade Agreement 
Common name: GCC/NZ FTA 

New Zealand and the six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC, a regional economic grouping 
comprising Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar, United Arab Emirates and Oman) have held 
five rounds of FTA negotiations to date.  The fifth round of negotiations was held in Muscat in 
May 2009.  The sixth round has been tentatively scheduled for October 2009. 

Following very good progress at recent rounds substantive negotiations could be completed by 
the end of 2009 or early 2010. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Bilateral. Five rounds of negotiations with the GCC have been 
completed.  The sixth round is expected to take place in October 
2009. 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

As with other New Zealand Free Trade Agreements, New 
Zealand will seek a specific provision whereby New Zealand 
maintains its rights to take measures including in fulfilment of its 
obligations under the Treaty of Waitangi. 

Regular consultations have been held with business and other 
stakeholders.  Negotiators continue to welcome input from 
interested groups.  Further details are provided in a Public 
Background Information Paper available on the website of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade. 

Legislation required: Not yet clear. 

Contact: Katja Ackerley 
Coordinator, GCC/NZ FTA 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
katja.ackerley@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8228 Fax (04) 439 8522 

 

28. Agreement Amending the Agreement on Mutual Recognition in Relation to 
Conformity Assessment Between New Zealand and the European 
Community 

The European Community/New Zealand Mutual Recognition Agreement (MRA) is designed to 
facilitate trade in covered products between New Zealand and the European Community and 
reduce compliance costs by requiring each Party to recognise conformity assessment (testing a 
product, process or service to ensure it meets applicable regulations and standards) carried out 
in the territory of the other Party.  New Zealand products can be tested in New Zealand to 
European standards before export, meaning that they need not be re-tested on arrival in Europe 
(and vice-versa).  

The sectors currently covered by the MRA are: medical devices; medicinal products good 
manufacturing practice (GMP); telecommunications terminal equipment; low voltage equipment; 
electromagnetic compatibility; machinery; and pressure equipment. 
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Amendments to the MRA are needed to remove administrative complexities that prevent the 
Agreement from functioning effectively and to facilitate eventual implementation of the proposed 
joint Australia-New Zealand Scheme for the Regulation of Therapeutic Products. 

Given that Australia was in the process of negotiating similar amendments to its MRA with the 
European Union, and given the commitment at that time to establish an Australia New Zealand 
Therapeutic Products Authority (ANZTPA), it was decided to align the New Zealand-European 
Union and Australia-European Union MRAs – particularly the sectoral annexes on medical 
devices and medicinal products GMP.  Negotiations with Australia over the sectoral annexes 
are ongoing.   

Lead agency: Ministry of Economic Development  
 

Status: Bilateral but in conjunction with the Australia/European Union 
MRA negotiation. 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
parties 

No specific impact on Māori stakeholders anticipated. 

It is intended that simplification of the Agreement’s mechanisms 
will facilitate trade, including making it easier to increase the 
sectoral coverage.  This should reduce compliance costs for 
New Zealand exporters. 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: Laurie Knight 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Standards, Sustainability and Trade Facilitation 
Competition, Trade and Investment Branch 
Ministry of Economic Development 
laurie.knight@med.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 978 3801 Fax (04) 499 8508 

 

29. Agreement Between the Swiss Confederation and New Zealand on Sanitary 
Measures Applicable to Trade in Live Animals and Animal Products 

The objectives of negotiating an agreement with Switzerland on sanitary measures applicable to 
trade in live animals and animal products include:  

(i) a reduction in the frequency of border inspection checks; 

(ii) recognition of equivalence of New Zealand sanitary standards; 

(iii) increased commercial certainty for New Zealand exporters; and 

(iv) reduced exporter compliance costs. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Bilateral.  Negotiations commenced in February 2008 and are 
ongoing. 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
parties: 

No specific impact on Māori stakeholders anticipated. 

The New Zealand meat, seafood and dairy industries support 
the pursuit of bilateral sanitary agreements with trading partners 
so as to minimise compliance coasts and facilitate trade. 
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Legislation required: No. 

Contact: James Andersen 
Policy Officer 
Europe Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
james.andersen@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8360 Fax (04) 439 8523 

 

30.  Trans Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership Agreement 
Common name: Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP, previously P4) 

(a) Brunei’s Government Procurement and Services Schedules 
The Trans Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership Agreement (the Agreement) between Brunei 
Darussalam, Chile, New Zealand & Singapore was concluded in 2005. At that time, Brunei was 
given additional time to negotiate its schedules on government procurement and services and 
complete its ratification of the Agreement.   
 
The Commission established under the Agreement (which is made up of representatives of the 
four Parties to the Agreement) considered and accepted Brunei’s schedules on 13 February 
2009. Brunei must now deposit an Instrument of Ratification, Acceptance or Approval of the 
Agreement. The Agreement shall enter into force for Brunei 30 days after the deposit of such 
instrument and shall no longer be provisionally applied to Brunei.  
 
Once Brunei has completed its ratification of the Agreement, New Zealand’s services and 
government procurement commitments made under the Agreement will be automatically 
extended to Brunei, and New Zealand will receive the benefit of Brunei’s commitments. 
  

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Plurilateral.  Negotiations commenced May 2008.  Negotiations 
are concluded. Awaiting Brunei’s completion of the ratification 
process. 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: Sarah Lovegrove 
Trans Pacific Partnership Coordinator 
Free Trade Agreement Unit 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
sarah.lovegrove@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph: (04) 439 8607 Fax: (04) 439 8516  

 
(b) Accession of New Members to the Trans Pacific Economic Partnership 

Agreement 
This is a free trade agreement negotiation for the accession of new members - the United 
States, Australia, Peru and Viet Nam (initially as an observer) to the Trans Pacific Strategic 
Economic Partnership Agreement (between Brunei Darussalam, Chile, New Zealand and 
Singapore). Accession to the Agreement is “on terms to be agreed”, and will include 
amendments to the text of the Agreement.  

It is anticipated that the expanded Trans Pacific Strategic Economic Partnership Agreement will 
cover trade in goods, services and investment as well as rules supporting that trade (e.g. rules 
of origin, customs procedures, trade remedies), in addition to addressing non-tariff measures 
(such as intellectual property, government procurement, sanitary and phytosanitary issues and 
technical barriers to trade). 
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Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Plurilateral.  The first round of negotiations has not yet taken 
place. 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
parties: 

As with other New Zealand Free Trade Agreements, New 
Zealand will seek specific provision whereby New Zealand 
maintains its rights to take measures including in fulfilment of its 
obligations under the Treaty of Waitangi. 

Regular consultations have been held with business and other 
stakeholders through outreach visits. Negotiators continue to 
welcome input from interested groups.  Further details are 
provided on the website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade. 

Legislation required: Yes. 

Contact: Sarah Lovegrove 
Trans Pacific Partnership Coordinator 
Free Trade Agreement Unit 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
sarah.lovegrove@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8607 Fax (04) 439 8516  
 
Esther Guy-Meakin 
Trans Pacific Partnership Implementation Officer 
Americas Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
esther.guy-meakin@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8446 Fax (04) 439 8516 

 
 
31. Convention Establishing the Customs Cooperation Council 

The Convention Establishing a Customs Cooperation Council established the Customs 
Cooperation Council, which is now known as the World Customs Organization (WCO). The 
WCO is the only intergovernmental forum for customs administrations to discuss customs 
matters. Currently, only States can become party to the Convention because the Convention 
does not make provision for Customs or Economic Unions, such as the European Community 
(EC), to be members. 

The amendments to the Convention will allow Customs or Economic Unions to apply for 
membership of the WCO.  If such an application is approved by the WCO, the Customs or 
Economic Unions would be entitled to accede to the Convention.  The Amendments are, in part, 
a response to a long-standing request by the EC for membership of the WCO.   
 

Lead agency: New Zealand Customs Service 

Status: Multilateral.  Most steps in the process have been completed, 
with the exception of the necessary amendments to the 
Diplomatic Privileges (Customs Cooperation Council) Order 
1963 to enable NZ to accept the amendments.  The 
parliamentary treaty examination process was completed on 30 
September 2008. 

Website: 

 

http://www.wcoomd.org/files/1.%20Public%20files/PDFandDocu
ments/Conventions/convccc.pdf 
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Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
parties: 

The amendments are not anticipated to have an impact on 
Māori interests or on other stakeholders. 

Legislation required: Yes.  The Diplomatic Privileges (Customs Cooperation Council) 
Order 1963 will need to be amended prior to notification that NZ 
accepts the amendments.  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade has instructed the Parliamentary Counsel’s Office to draft 
the necessary amendments. 
 

Contact: Sam Lockyer 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Trade Policy 
New Zealand Customs Service 
sam.lockyer@customs.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 462 0399 Fax (04) 472 3886 

 

(b) INVESTMENT 

32. Investment Protocol to Australia New Zealand Closer Economic Relations 
Trade Agreement  
Common name: Protocol to ANZCERTA 

The objective of the Protocol is to reduce barriers to Trans-Tasman capital flows and progress 
the single market agenda. 

Lead agency:  The Treasury 
 

Status: Bilateral. Negotiations commenced 31 January 2006. Four 
rounds of negotiations have taken place.  It is expected that 
negotiations will be completed in 2009. 

Legislation required: Not yet clear. 

Contact: Steve Cantwell 
Principal Adviser 
Tax Strategy 
The Treasury 
steve.cantwell@treasury.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 971 6144 Fax (04) 473 3447 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

33. Anti-Counterfeiting Trade Agreement 
Common name: ACTA 

ACTA is concerned with the enforcement of intellectual property rights, and in particular 
enforcement of copyright and trade marks rights against trafficking in pirated copyright works 
and goods bearing counterfeited trade marks.  The proposed objective of ACTA is to establish a 
common standard for intellectual property rights, particularly in the context of counterfeiting and 
piracy.  The provisions of ACTA are expected to be organised into three main categories: 

(i) International Cooperation, including sharing information and cooperation between law 
enforcement authorities, including Customs and other relevant agencies; 

(ii) Enforcement Practices that promote strong intellectual property protection in 
cooperation with right holders and partners and fosters a climate of active and effective 
enforcement; and 

(iii) A Legal Framework, that contains provisions designed to ensure that authorities and 
right holders have appropriate tools for strong intellectual property rights enforcement.  
The legal framework is proposed to include measures concerning: criminal 
enforcement; border measures; civil enforcement; large-scale optical disc production; 
internet distribution; and circumvention of technology protection measures. 

Lead agencies: Ministry of Economic Development 
New Zealand Customs Service  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Plurilateral.  While negotiations commenced in June 2008 and 
were expected to conclude by the end of 2008, negotiations are 
now expected to conclude in 2010. 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

ACTA is unlikely to have any impact on Māori interests, except 
Māori businesses who own copyright and/or trademark rights. 

Likely interest groups are expected to include New Zealand 
businesses that own copyright and trademark rights and 
intellectual property rights professionals, such as: trade mark 
agents; patent attorney firms; New Zealand Institute of Patent 
Attorneys; law practitioners and law firms that provide advice on 
copyright and trade mark protection; and the New Zealand Law 
Society. 

Legislation required: Not yet clear. 

Contact: George Wardle 
Senior Analyst 
Intellectual Property Policy Team 
Ministry of Economic Development 
george.wardle@med.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 474 2196 Fax (04) 499 1791 
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34. The Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks  
Common name: The Singapore Treaty (previously the Trademark Law Treaty 
2006) 

The Singapore Treaty applies to the procedures governing the registration and maintenance of 
trade marks. The Singapore Treaty will not apply to collective trade marks nor certification trade 
marks.  

The aim of the Singapore Treaty is to make national trade mark registration systems more user-
friendly through the simplification and harmonisation of procedures before a national trade mark 
office. The Treaty will provide a range of standards and rules concerning what a trade mark 
office can require and, in particular, cannot require from the trade mark owner, applicant or 
other party in the following areas: 

(i) Trade mark applications; 

(ii) Communications with a trade marks office; 

(iii) Change in names and address; 

(iv) Changes in ownership; 

(v) Correction of mistakes; 

(vi) Duration and renewal of registration; 

(vii) Relief measures in case of failure to comply with a time limit; 

(viii) Recording of licences; and  

(ix) Observations in Case of Intended Refusal. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Economic Development 
 

Status: Multilateral. Text adopted in March 2006. New Zealand signed the 
Singapore Treaty on 26 September 2006. Parliamentary treaty 
examination was completed on 16 November 2006.   The Trade 
Marks (International Treaties and Enforcement) Amendment Bill 
2008 to implement the Treaty passed its first reading and was 
referred to the Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Committee on 7 
April 2009. 

Website: http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/ip/singapore/index.html 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

No impact on Māori interests is anticipated. 

A discussion paper entitled International Trade Mark Treaties was 
published in March 2006 by the Ministry of Economic 
Development. A wide range of interested businesses, trade mark 
professions and interested parties, including Māori businesses and 
groups with an interest in intellectual property law, were invited to 
make a submission on whether New Zealand should become party 
to the Singapore Treaty. Targeted workshops explaining the 
standards and rules of the Singapore Treaty were held in 
Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch on 23, 24 and 25 
November 2005. 
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Principal stakeholders likely to be interested in New Zealand 
becoming party to the Singapore Treaty are both New Zealand 
and overseas businesses as well as trade mark professionals, 
such as: trade mark agents; patent attorney firms; New Zealand 
Institute of Patent Attorneys, Inc; law practitioners and law firms 
that provide advice on trade mark protection and the 
New Zealand Law Society. 

Legislation required: Yes. 

Contact: George Wardle 
Senior Analyst 
Intellectual Property Policy Team 
Ministry of Economic Development 
george.wardle@med.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 474 2196 Fax (04) 499 1791 

 

35. The Madrid Protocol Relating to the Madrid Agreement Concerning the 
International Registration of Marks 
Common name: The Madrid Protocol 

The objective of the Madrid Protocol is to facilitate the protection of trade marks by reducing the 
compliances associated with applying overseas for trade mark protection and maintaining that 
protection. The Madrid Protocol provides an international registration regime for trade marks. 
Trade mark owners may apply to register a trade mark or maintain their registrations of trade 
marks in any number of the Member countries without the need to employ a trade mark agent in 
each country. 

New Zealand’s obligations under the Madrid Protocol would be principally managed by the 
Intellectual Property Office of New Zealand (IPONZ). 

Lead agency: Ministry of Economic Development 
 

Status: Multilateral. The Madrid Protocol entered into force internationally 
on 1 December 1995.  Parliamentary treaty examination was 
completed on 16 November 2006. The Trade Marks (International 
Treaties and Enforcement) Amendment Bill 2008 to implement the 
Madrid Protocol passed its first reading and was referred to the 
Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Committee on 7 April 2009.  It 
is expected that the Madrid Protocol will enter into force for New 
Zealand in the latter half of 2010 following development of the 
necessary regulations to give effect to the Madrid Protocol 
procedures. 

Website: http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/registration/madrid_protocol/ 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

 

A discussion paper entitled International Trade Mark Treaties was 
published in March 2006 by the Ministry of Economic 
Development. A wide range of interested businesses, trade mark 
professions and interested parties, including Māori businesses and 
groups with an interest in intellectual property law, were invited to 
make a submission on whether New Zealand should join the 
Madrid Protocol. Targeted workshops explaining the international 
registration regime for trade marks under the Madrid Protocol were 
held in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch on 23, 24 and 25 
November 2005. 
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Principal stakeholders likely to be interested in New Zealand 
becoming party to the Madrid Protocol are both New Zealand and 
overseas businesses, as well as trade mark professionals, such 
as: trade mark agents; patent attorney firms; New Zealand 
Institute of Patent Attorneys, Inc; law practitioners and law firms 
that provide advice on trade mark protection and the 
New Zealand Law Society. 

Legislation required: Yes. Accession to the Protocol requires a Bill to amend the Trade 
Marks Act 2002. 

Contact: George Wardle 
Senior Analyst 
Intellectual Property Policy Team 
Ministry of Economic Development 
george.wardle@med.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 474 2196 Fax (04) 499 1791 

 

36. The Nice Agreement Concerning the International Classification of Goods 
and Services for the Purposes of the Registration of Marks 
Common name: The Nice Agreement 

The Nice Agreement provides an international classification system of goods and services for 
the purposes of registering trade marks (the “Nice Classification”). Those countries party to the 
Nice Agreement must adopt and apply the Nice Classification in relation to the registration of 
trade marks. While New Zealand is not party to the Nice Agreement, the Intellectual Property 
Office of New Zealand (IPONZ) uses the Nice Classification for the registration of trade marks. 
The use of the eighth edition of the Nice Classification is required under the Trade Marks 
Regulations 2003. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Economic Development 
 

Status: Multilateral. The Nice Agreement entered into force internationally 
on 8 April 1961 and has subsequently been revised.  
Parliamentary treaty examination was completed on 16 November 
2006. The Trade Marks (International Treaties and Enforcement) 
Amendment Bill 2008 to implement the Agreement passed its first 
reading and was referred to the Foreign Affairs, Defence and 
Trade Committee on 7 April 2009. 

Website: http://www.wipo.int/treaties/en/classification/nice/index.html 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

A discussion paper entitled International Trade Mark Treaties was 
published in March 2006 by the Ministry of Economic 
Development. A wide range of interested businesses, trade mark 
professions and interested parties, including Māori businesses and 
groups with an interest in intellectual property law, were invited to 
make a submission on New Zealand’s accession to the Nice 
Agreement. Targeted workshops explaining the Nice Agreement 
were held in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch on 23, 24 and 
25 November 2005. 

Principal stakeholders likely to be interested in accession to the 
Nice Agreement are New Zealand and overseas businesses as 
well as trade mark professionals, such as: trade mark agents; 
patent attorney firms; New Zealand Institute of Patent Attorneys, 
Inc; law practitioners and law firms that provide advice on trade 
mark protection and the New Zealand Law Society. 
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Legislation required: Yes. Accession to the Nice Agreement requires an amendment to 
the Trade Marks Act 2002. It is anticipated that an amendment to 
the Trade Marks Regulations 2003 may also be necessary to allow 
the Commissioner of Trade Marks to initiate the conversion of 
around 1,300 old trade mark registrations into the Nice 
Classification. 

Contact: George Wardle 
Senior Analyst 
Intellectual Property Policy Team 
Ministry of Economic Development 
george.wardle@med.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 474 2196 Fax (04) 499 1791 

 

37. Substantive Patent Law Treaty  
Common name: SPLT 
World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) 

The purpose of the SPLT is to harmonise matters of substantive patent law, that is, matters 
relating to the criteria for granting a patent.  The objective of harmonisation is to reduce the 
costs for applicants applying for patents in many countries. At present, differences in 
substantive patent law between countries mean that different patent specifications have to be 
drawn up for different countries, and the scope of patent rights granted for the same invention 
can vary between countries. This can add significantly to applicants’ costs. New Zealand would 
not be obliged to become party to the SPLT (when and if it is concluded). It may be, though, that 
becoming party could be a condition of future Free Trade Agreements involving New Zealand. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Economic Development 
 

Status: Multilateral.  Negotiations on the SPLT have stalled, largely due to 
differences between developed countries and developing 
countries.  There have been no substantive negotiations on SPLT 
since 2004, and it is unlikely that negotiations will resume in the 
near future. 

Website: http://www.wipo.int/meetings/en/details.jsp?meeting_id=5084 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

Harmonisation of substantive patent law through a Substantive 
Patent Law Treaty may impact on Māori interests in the protection 
of traditional knowledge, and in the issues surrounding the 
granting of patents over indigenous plants and animals.  

Interest among other stakeholders include: New Zealand Institute 
of Patent Attorneys; Researched Medicines Industry Association 
of New Zealand; Crown Research Institutes; Universities; Internet 
Society of New Zealand; NZBio; Fonterra and Pharmac. 

Legislation required: Yes. If the SPLT is eventually concluded and New Zealand 
becomes party, it is likely that legislation amending the Patents Act 
will be required. 

Contact: Warren Hassett  
Senior Analyst 
Regulatory and Competition Policy Branch 
Ministry of Economic Development 
warren.hassett@med.govt.nz  
Ph (04) 474 2830 Fax (04) 499 1791 
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ENVIRONMENT and SCIENCE 

38. Liability Annex to the Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic 
Treaty 
Common name: Antarctic Liability Annex 

The Annex establishes a regime of liability for damage to the Antarctic environment arising from 
activities conducted there by Parties to the Antarctic Treaty and its Protocol on Environmental 
Protection. Operators are obliged to take preventative measures to reduce the likelihood of 
accidents harming the Antarctic environment, to establish contingency plans to deal with 
harmful incidents and to take prompt response action when environmental emergencies arise 
from their activities.  If prompt response action to protect the environment is not taken by an 
operator, other Parties are encouraged to do so, and the defaulting operator will reimburse their 
costs. The Annex also establishes legal mechanisms for the recovery of these costs, sets out 
the situations in which liability shall be exempted, requires Antarctic operators to have insurance 
(including the option of self-insurance in the case of Government operators), and imposes a 
financial limit on liability (expressed in International Monetary Fund Special Drawing Rights, 
equivalent to a minimum of US$1.5 million for environmental emergencies involving a ship, and 
US$4.5 million for other environmental emergencies). Liability is strict, and attaches to both 
State and non-State operators. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Multilateral. The Annex was adopted by the Antarctic Treaty 
Consultative Meeting in June 2005, and is now open for approval 
by Parties. New Zealand is currently working towards approving 
the Annex. 

Legislation required: Yes.  Amendments to the Antarctica (Environmental Protection) 
Act 1994 will be required to ensure New Zealand can comply with 
the Annex’s obligations. 

Contact: Marisa Macpherson 
Legal Adviser  
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
marisa.macpherson@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8023 Fax (04) 439 8103 

 

39. The Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change 
Common name: The Kyoto Protocol 

The Kyoto Protocol was adopted on 11 December 1997 in response to a decision of the Parties 
to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in March 1995, that their 
original commitments would be insufficient to prevent human induced effects on the global 
climate.  The Kyoto Protocol sets greenhouse emission limitation or reduction targets for "Annex 
I" countries (developed countries and Economies in Transition) to be achieved in the first 
commitment period from 2008 to 2012, with a view to reducing their overall emissions of such 
gases by at least 5 per cent below 1990 levels during this period.  It was opened for signature 
on 16 March 1998, and New Zealand ratified the Protocol on 19 February 2002.  It entered into 
force in February 2005.  

Negotiations are currently underway to establish a second commitment period for the Kyoto 
Protocol, which is expected to commence on 1 January 2013 immediately after the end of the 
first commitment period.  The establishment of a second commitment period requires 
amendments to the targets for Annex I Parties inscribed in Annex B of the Kyoto Protocol, and a 
number of consequential amendments to the body of the Protocol.  Parties are also engaged in 
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wider negotiations on possible improvements to the Protocol and its rules for interpreting 
Parties’ commitments.  It is possible that, given the links with negotiations under the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (see entry below), the final outcome will not 
be an amended version of the Kyoto Protocol, but rather a new treaty instrument for example. 

Lead agency: Ministry for the Environment  
 

Status: Multilateral.  Negotiations are scheduled to conclude at the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference to be held in Copenhagen 
from 7 – 18 December 2009, at the same time as the conclusion of 
negotiations for long term cooperative action under the UNFCCC.  
It is expected that the Parliamentary treaty examination process 
will be commenced in 2010. 

Website: www.unfccc.int 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

Details of what the impact on Māori under a new treaty will be are 
unknown at present. Domestic policy responses giving effect to a 
new treaty could possibly reflect those that have occurred under 
the domestic policy response to the current treaty, e.g. an 
emissions trading scheme.  There has been engagement with 
Māori on domestic policy that gives effect to the current treaty, and 
it is expected that this will continue. 
 
Domestic policy responses giving effect to the treaty are likely to 
have some impact on NGOs, private sector companies and 
industry organisations in much the same way as domestic policy 
has developed to date.  An emissions trading scheme could affect
all sectors in some way, by placing a price on carbon.  Clearer 
details of what that the impact will be with a new treaty are 
unknown at present.  
 

Legislation required: Yes.  It is expected that ratification will be required by an 
amendment to the Climate Change Response Act (2002), possibly 
in 2010 - 2012.  
 

Contact: Roger Lincoln 
Lead Negotiator (UNFCCC AWG-LCA) 
Climate Change Policy Team 
Ministry for the Environment 
roger.lincoln@mfe.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 7633  Fax (04) 439 7704 
 
Stephanie Lee  
Lead Negotiator 
Environment Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
stephanie.lee@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8197  (04) 439 8517 

 

40. New Agreement under the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change 

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (the Convention) was opened 
for signature at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992, and now has over 190 Parties. Its 
objective is expressed in Article 2 of the Convention as “stabilisation of greenhouse gas 
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic 
[human- induced] interference in the climate system.”   
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At the United Nations Climate Change Conference held in Bali in December 2007, Parties 
decided to launch a comprehensive process to enable the full, effective and sustained 
implementation of the Convention through long-term cooperative action (“the Bali Action Plan”).  
This process aims to produce an outcome in December 2009, which includes nationally 
appropriate mitigation commitments or actions by developed and developing country Parties, 
and enhances action on reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation; 
adaptation; technology development and transfer; and the provision of financial resources and 
investment.    

At this stage it is unclear what the final form of this agreed outcome will be, and could include a 
new treaty-level instrument.    

Lead agency: Ministry for the Environment  
 

Status: Multilateral. Negotiations are scheduled to conclude at the United 
Nations Climate Change Conference to be held in Copenhagen 
from 7 – 18 December 2009, at the same time as the conclusion of 
negotiations for further commitments by Annex I Parties under the 
Kyoto Protocol. 

Website: www.unfccc.int 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

Details of what the impact on Māori under a new treaty will be are 
unknown at present. Domestic policy responses giving effect to a 
new treaty could possibly reflect those that have occurred under 
the domestic policy response to the current treaty, e.g. an 
emissions trading scheme.  There has been engagement with 
Māori on domestic policy that gives effect to the current treaty, and 
it is expected that this will continue. 
 
Domestic policy responses giving effect to the treaty are likely to 
have some impact on NGOs, private sector companies and 
industry organizations in much the same way as domestic policy 
has developed to date.  An emissions trading scheme could affect 
all sectors in some way, by placing a price on carbon.  Clearer 
details of what the impact of a new treaty will be are unknown at 
present.  
 

Legislation required: Yes.  It is expected that ratification will be required by an 
amendment to the Climate Change Response Act (2002), possibly 
in 2010 - 2012.  
 

Contact: Roger Lincoln 
Lead Negotiator (UNFCCC AWG-LCA) 
Climate Change Policy Team 
Ministry for the Environment 
roger.lincoln@mfe.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 7633  Fax (04) 439 7704 
 
Laura Hogg 
Policy Officer 
Environment Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
laura.hogg@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8545  (04) 439 8517 
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41. Japan-New Zealand Science and Technology Cooperation Agreement 
Common name: Japan-NZ STCA 

This Agreement has been discussed since 2008, when a working-level meeting was held in 
Tokyo between representatives of various ministries from Japan, and MFAT and MoRST from 
New Zealand. 

A draft text has been submitted by the Japanese side, and a revised copy sent back by MoRST 
for further discussion.   

Minister McCully met with his Japanese counterpart in April 2009 in Wellington, and the 
possibility of formally commencing negotiations was raised.  This will be confirmed later this 
year. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Research, Science and Technology 
 

Status:  Bilateral.  The Parties are currently considering the possibility of 
formally commencing negotiations. 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

This Agreement will have an impact on Universities, the Crown 
Research Institutes, and Centres for Research Excellence.  The 
Ministry of Research, Science and Technology will conduct 
extensive consultation on the level of involvement that will be 
needed to implement this Agreement. 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: Suzanne Bertrand 
Director 
International Linkages 
Innovation Network Group 
Ministry of Research, Science and Technology 
suzanne.bertrand@morst.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 917 2960 Fax (04) 471 1284 

 

42. The Radio Regulations 
The International Telecommunication Union 

The Radio Regulations provide a detailed technical and operational basis for utilisation of the 
radio frequency spectrum.  The regulations provide for a wide range of radio communication 
services including those necessary for broadcasting, aeronautical, maritime, national defence 
usage and general telecommunications such as cellular services.  Specialised coordination 
procedures for both terrestrial usage and the use of the various satellite orbits are provided 
within the regulations.  The Radio Regulations are partially reviewed and revised every 3-5 
years to ensure that they are appropriate for existing and emerging radio communication 
services. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Economic Development 
 

Status:  Multilateral.  The World Radio Communication Conference was 
held in Geneva, Switzerland, in November 2007.  Parliamentary 
treaty examination was completed in March 2009. New Zealand is 
in the process of preparing an instrument of ratification to ratify the 
Final Acts of the World Radio Communication Conference. 

Website: 
 

http://www.itu.int/publications/sector.aspx?lang=en&sector=1 
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Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

Participants from the telecommunications and broadcasting 
industries, government departments and amateur radio interests 
were involved in establishing New Zealand’s position on specific 
items of the 2007 World Radio Communication Conference 
agenda and also actively participated in the Conference.  
In addition, a specific presentation on the outcomes of the 
Conference was held with people in the industry.  Industry groups 
who utilise the radio spectrum support the revised regulations. 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: David Kershaw 
Senior Planning Analyst 
Radio Spectrum Policy and Planning Group 
Energy and Communications Branch 
Ministry of Economic Development 
dave.kershaw@med.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 474 2186 Fax (04) 499 0969 

 

43. The Constitution and Convention of the International Telecommunications 
Union 
The International Telecommunications Union 

The International Telecommunications Union (ITU) was first established in 1865 and is now a 
specialised agency of the United Nations dealing with telecommunications.  The organisation 
works in three broad areas, that of telecommunications standards, management of the radio 
frequency spectrum, and promotion of telecommunications in developing countries.   
New Zealand has been a member state of the ITU since 1878, and is a Party to the current 
Constitution and Convention and Administrative Regulations.  The Constitution and Convention 
provide an industrial framework for the ITU organisation together with a definition of roles and 
responsibilities for elected officials of the Union and various advisory groups.  These texts are 
revised once every four years at a Plenipotentiary Conference and ratification of the amended 
texts is necessary thereafter. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Economic Development 
 

Status:  Multilateral.  Plenipotentiary Conference held in Antalya, Turkey, 
November 2006.  Parliamentary treaty examination was completed 
in March 2009. New Zealand is in the process of preparing an 
instrument of ratification to ratify the Final Acts of the 
Plenipotentiary Conference. 

Website: http://www.itu.int/publications/publications.aspx?lang=en&parent=
S-CONF-PLEN&folders=S-CONF-PLEN-2003 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

The amendments to the Constitution and Convention relate to the 
functioning of the organisation, and reflect established practices or 
clarify specific issues.  They do not impose any specific new 
obligations on New Zealand. 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: David Kershaw 
Senior Planning Analyst 
Radio Spectrum Policy and Planning Group 
Energy and Communications Branch 
Ministry of Economic Development 
dave.kershaw@med.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 474 2186 Fax (04) 499 0969 
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44. The Constitution of the Asia-Pacific Telecommunity 
Joint initiative of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia 
and the Pacific (UN-ESCAP) and the International Telecommunication Union 
(ITU) 

The Asia-Pacific Telecommunity (APT) is a specialised inter-governmental organisation formed 
in 1979 and dealing with telecommunications in the Asia-Pacific Region.  The organisation 
works in three broad areas, that of telecommunications standards, management of the radio 
frequency spectrum, and promotion of telecommunications in developing countries.  
New Zealand is a member and has been a Party to the Constitution since 1993. 

The APT Constitution provides a treaty level institutional framework for the organisation 
together with a definition of roles and responsibilities for elected officials of the Telecommunity.  
These texts are reviewed once every three years at the APT General assembly. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Economic Development 
 

Status:  Multilateral.  The amended Constitution was concluded in New 
Delhi, India, in 2002.  Parliamentary treaty examination was 
completed in March 2009. New Zealand is in the process of 
preparing an instrument of acceptance to accept the amendments. 

Website: http://www.aptsec.org/apt/aptintro.html 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

The amended Constitution of 2002 updates the general objectives 
of the APT but other changes are essentially administrative in 
nature and do not impose any specific new obligations on 
members. 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: David Kershaw 
Senior Planning Analyst 
Radio Spectrum Policy and Planning Group 
Energy and Communications Branch 
Ministry of Economic Development 
dave.kershaw@med.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 474 2186 Fax (04) 499 0969 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 

45. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale 
of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography 

New Zealand is a party to the Convention on the Rights of the Child. The Optional Protocol on 
the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography gives 
special emphasis to the criminalisation of serious violations of children's rights - namely sale of 
children, illegal adoption, child prostitution and pornography. Similarly, the text stresses the 
value of international cooperation as a means of combating these transnational activities, and of 
public awareness, information, and education campaigns to enhance the protection of children 
from these serious violations of their rights. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Justice 
 

Status: Multilateral. New Zealand signed the Optional Protocol on 7 
September 2000. Parliamentary treaty examination was concluded 
on 22 February 2002. Following the enactment of the required 
legislation, New Zealand will be in a position to ratify the 
Convention. 

Website: http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/crc-sale.html 

Legislation required: Amendments to the Films, Videos and Publications Classification 
Act 1993, and to the Crimes Act 1961 and the enactment of the 
Evidence Act 2006 to enable ratification have been completed. 
Amendment to the Adoption Act 1955 is required. 

Contact: Lorraine Johns 
Policy Adviser 
Access to Justice and Family Law, Public Law 
Ministry of Justice 
lorraine.johns@justice.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 494 9966 
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HEALTH 

46. Agreement Between the Government of New Zealand and the Government 
of Australia for the Establishment of a Joint Scheme for the Regulation of 
Therapeutic Products 
Common name: ANZTPA 

This Agreement provides for the establishment of a joint therapeutic products regulatory 
authority and regulatory scheme for prescription and non-prescription medicines, 
complementary medicines, medical devices, blood and tissue/cellular products. The authority 
would be responsible for ensuring the quality, safety, efficacy and timely availability of 
therapeutic products manufactured or supplied in Australia and/or New Zealand or exported 
from Australia or New Zealand to a third country.  

The primary objective of the Parties in concluding this Agreement was to safeguard public 
health and safety in Australia and New Zealand by establishing and maintaining a joint scheme 
consistent with international best practice for the regulation of the quality, safety, and efficacy or 
performance of therapeutic products, and of their manufacture, supply, import, export and 
promotion. 

The other objectives of the Parties in concluding this Agreement are: 

(i) to establish a world-class regulatory authority to be responsible for the effective and 
efficient administration of the Scheme and to be accountable to both Parties;  

(ii) to establish a Ministerial Council to oversee the implementation of the Scheme and the 
operation of the Authority and to perform certain functions to give effect to the Scheme; 
and 

(iii) to avoid barriers to trade except where such barriers are necessary to safeguard public 
health or safety, or to fulfil other legitimate objectives consistent with the Parties’ 
international obligations. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Health 
 

Status: Bilateral. The Treaty was signed on 10 December 2003 and 
presented to the House on 30 March 2004. The Treaty was 
referred to the Health Committee for the Parliamentary treaty 
examination process. The Health Committee issued its report on 
the treaty examination on 18 June 2004. The Government 
response to the report of the Health Committee was tabled in 
Parliament on 14 September 2004.  The Treaty can be ratified 
once legislation is passed. 

Website: www.anztpa.org 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

The preparation and supply of medicine by practitioners, such as 
Chinese medicine practitioners and traditional Māori healers, will 
not be subject to regulation under the joint scheme. The proposed 
scheme has been the subject of consultation with stakeholders. A 
discussion paper was released to stakeholders, including Māori 
interest groups in June 2002 and 1600 submissions were received 
in New Zealand. A series of consultations with pharmaceutical, 
medical device and complementary medicine stakeholders and 
with other interested parties including consumer groups was also 
held in 2001. Consultation took place throughout 2006 and 2007. 
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Legislation required: Yes. The Therapeutic Products Bill was introduced in December 
2006 and referred to the Government Administration Committee. 

On 16 July 2007, the then State Services Minister Annette King 
announced the postponement of negotiations with Australia.  The 
legislation remains on the Parliamentary Order Paper and the New 
Zealand and Australian Governments have expressed their shared 
commitment to strengthening Trans-Tasman economic integration 
through a range of initiatives.  In that context, they signalled that 
work would be done on therapeutic product standards between the 
two countries. 

Contact: Susan Martindale 
Team Leader  
Business Development and Support 
Medsafe  
Ministry of Health 
susan.martindale@moh.govt.nz  
Ph (04) 496 2092 Fax (04) 496 2229 

 

47. Protocols to World Health Organization Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control 
Common name: FCTC 

New Zealand is a party to the FCTC. A protocol to the FCTC is under development. This 
protocol relates to the illicit trade of tobacco products and negotiations commenced February 
2008. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Health 
 

Status: Multilateral. New Zealand is a party to the FCTC and has been 
fully compliant with the binding obligations since pictorial warnings 
on tobacco packages came into effect in February 2008.   

Two Intergovernmental Negotiating Body (INB) sessions have 
occurred to discuss the elaboration of a protocol on illicit trade.  
The Second Conference of the Parties of the FCTC held in 
Bangkok 30 June – 6 July 2007 agreed to establish an INB to 
commence elaboration of a protocol on illicit trade.  The INB met 
first in February 2008 and then in October 2008 where it 
considered a ‘Chairs text’.   

The third session of the INB is scheduled to be held in Geneva 
from 28 June to 5 July 2009. 

Website: http://www.who.int/tobacco/framework/en/ 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

 

Māori smoking rates are much higher than those of other ethnic 
groups, and smoking is a significant contributor to Māori/non-Māori 
health inequalities.  Māori are a priority group for tobacco control 
initiatives, including smoking cessation services. International 
efforts to reduce access to and use of tobacco will assist 
New Zealand to reduce its smoking rates.  New Zealand hosted a 
workshop on tobacco and indigenous people in October 2006. 
Tobacco Control NGOs, including New Zealand based ones, 
played an important role in the negotiation of the FCTC, and 
continue to do so in monitoring its implementation. 
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Legislation required: Possibly, this will depend on the requirements of the final text and 
also whether New Zealand decides to ratify the protocol. 

Contact: Dr Ashley Bloomfield 
Chief Advisor 
Public Health Directorate 
Ministry of Health 
ashley_bloomfield@moh.govt.nz  
Ph (04) 816 3938 Fax (04) 816 2191 
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DEFENCE and SECURITY 

48. United Nations Comprehensive Convention Against Terrorism 

The Comprehensive Terrorism Convention is intended to supplement the existing twelve 
international anti-terrorism treaties. Whereas those treaties outlaw specific types of terrorism 
such as hijacking, the Comprehensive Terrorism Convention contains a generic offence that is 
intended to fill the gaps left by those earlier treaties. The main unresolved issue is the nature of 
any exceptions, in particular, the situation of struggles against foreign occupation.  

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Negotiations have commenced but are currently stalled over the 
definition of terrorism. 

Legislation required: Not yet clear. 

Contact: Rachel Maidment 
Senior Legal Adviser 
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
rachel.maidment@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8214 Fax (04) 439 8103 

 

49. International Convention for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism 

The Convention calls for states to develop appropriate legal frameworks criminalising nuclear 
terrorism-related acts, investigate alleged offences and, as appropriate, arrest, prosecute or 
extradite offenders. It also calls for international co-operation with nuclear terrorism 
investigations and prosecutions, including the transfer of detainees.  

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Multilateral. Negotiations commenced in 1998. Text was adopted 
by the United Nations General Assembly on 13 April 2005. 
New Zealand signed the Convention when it opened for signature 
on 14 September 2005. Parliamentary treaty examination was 
completed on 21 July 2006. New Zealand is currently working on 
implementing legislation in order to ratify the Convention. 

Website: http://untreaty.un.org/English/Terrorism/English_18_15.pdf 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

Possible interest from hospitals, research laboratories and other 
organisations using/storing nuclear material. The Institute of 
Geological and Nuclear Science and the National Radiation 
Laboratory were consulted during the development of the cabinet 
paper seeking approval to sign the Convention. 

Legislation required: Yes. 

Contact: Rachel Maidment 
Senior Legal Adviser 
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
rachel.maidment@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8214 Fax (04) 439 8103 
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50. Amendment to the Convention on the Physical Protection of Nuclear 
Material 
Common name: Amendments to CPPNM 

In its current form the CPPNM requires Parties to implement measures to ensure the safe 
transportation of nuclear material. Following the events of September 11 2001, States Parties to 
the CPPNM agreed to improve the CPPNM by extending its scope to cover the physical 
protection of nuclear facilities and domestic transport, storage and use of nuclear material, 
thereby strengthening the global nuclear security regime. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Multilateral. Text finalised. Not yet in force. The Amendment of the 
CPPNM was adopted at a diplomatic conference on 8 July 2005. 
Parliamentary treaty examination was completed on 21 July 2006. 
New Zealand is currently working on implementing legislation in 
order to ratify the Amendment. 

Website: http://www.iaea.org/About/Policy/GC/GC49/Documents/gc49inf-
6.pdf 

Legislation required: Yes. 

Contact: Rachel Maidment 
Senior Legal Adviser 
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
rachel.maidment@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8214 Fax (04) 439 8103 

 

51. Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and 
Associated Personnel of 1994 

The United Nations and associated personnel currently work in some of the world’s most hostile 
situations.  Protection of United Nations forces and personnel is a priority for humanitarian and 
practical reasons.  The main purpose of the Convention on the Safety of United Nations and 
Associated Personnel of 1994 is to criminalise attacks against United Nations peacekeeping 
personnel. The Convention provides a mechanism for prosecuting attacks on United Nations 
personnel as crimes against international law.  Each State Party undertakes to criminalise such 
attacks under its domestic law and to prosecute offenders.  

New Zealand took a lead role in the negotiations for the 1994 Convention. The scope of 
application of the Convention concluded was not as broad as originally intended.  However, it 
was the best achievable at that time.  Since 2003, New Zealand has been involved in 
negotiations for an Optional Protocol to extend the scope of the 1994 Convention. On 8 
December 2005, the United Nations General Assembly adopted without a vote an Optional 
Protocol extending the scope of the 1994 Convention to a wider group of United Nations 
personnel. This Protocol, when it enters into force, will make an important contribution to the 
international rule of law and to legal protection of United Nations personnel.  

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Multilateral. Negotiations completed in October 2005. The Protocol 
was subsequently adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly on 8 December 2005. New Zealand signed the Protocol 
in September 2006.  Parliamentary treaty examination was 
completed on 16 November 2006. New Zealand is currently 
working on implementing legislation in order to ratify the Protocol. 
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Website: http://untreaty.un.org/English/notpubl/XVIII-8a_english.pdf 

Legislation required: A minor amendment to the Crimes (Internationally Protected 
Persons, United Nations and Associated Personnel, and 
Hostages) Act 1980 is required to ratify the protocol. 

Contact: Jarrod Clyne 
Legal Adviser 
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
jarrod.clyne@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 7925 Fax (04) 439 8103 

 

52. Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 and 
Relating to the Adoption of an Additional Distinctive Emblem 

The Additional Protocol recognises a third emblem to the Geneva Conventions. This was in 
recognition of the need for a third protective emblem to the Geneva Conventions with a status 
equal to the Red Cross and Red Crescent.  A third emblem could be used in situations where 
neither of the existing emblems has the respect of both sides in a conflict situation, or for use in 
and by states and national humanitarian societies where the current emblems are not 
considered appropriate.  

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 

Status: Multilateral. Negotiations completed in December 2005. 
New Zealand signed the Protocol on 19 June 2006.  

Parliamentary treaty examination was completed on 10 April 2007. 
New Zealand is currently working on implementing legislation in 
order to ratify the Protocol. 

Website: http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/other/dfat/treaties/notinforce/2006/6.ht
ml 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

The use of the third emblem will be of interest to the 
New Zealand Red Cross Society. 

Legislation required: Yes. Minor amendments to legislation will be required to give 
domestic effect to the treaty. It will be necessary to amend section 
8 (1) of the Geneva Conventions Act 1958 and Schedule 3 of the 
Flags, Emblems and Names Protection Act 1981, which relates to 
various enactments and orders (relating to protection of certain 
emblems, names, and words) that are preserved to include the red 
crystal. 

Contact: Andrew Williams 
Legal Adviser 
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
andrew.williams@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8338 Fax (04) 439 8103 
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53. Arms Trade Treaty  
Common name: ATT 

Poorly regulated arms transfers have helped fuel conflict, serious human rights abuses and 
breaches of international law in many regions of the world. The objective of an ATT would be to 
set legally binding standards that States must apply when considering any international 
transfers of conventional arms (a term which includes a wide range of weapons from battle 
tanks and warships to firearms and grenade launchers). An ATT would essentially codify into a 
consolidated instrument, existing principles and obligations that apply to the arms trade. A 
comprehensive and effective ATT would prevent arms from being transferred in situations 
where they would be used to commit violations of human rights or international law.  
New Zealand has been a longstanding supporter of this initiative. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
 

Status: Multilateral. The United Nations Secretary General established a 
Group of Governmental Experts to examine the feasibility, scope 
and parameters of an ATT.  This Group presented a report to the 
United Nations General Assembly in 2008 on taking forward work 
on an ATT.  The United Nations has now established an Open-
ended Working Group on an Arms Trade Treaty which met earlier 
this year and is to meet again 13-17 July and early next year.   

Website: A copy of New Zealand’s submission to the United Nations 
Secretary General setting out its views on the feasibility, scope 
and parameters of an ATT can be found in the Disarmament 
section of the website www.mfat.govt.nz 
 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

It is difficult to identify any direct impact that an Arms Trade Treaty 
would have on Māori interests.  Māori with an interest in an ATT 
would of course be able to seek further information as the issue 
develops. 
 
The scope of an Arms Trade Treaty is likely to encompass many 
different dimensions, including international law, trade, human 
rights, international humanitarian law, sustainable development 
and good governance.  Other interest groups that will therefore be 
consulted as we move forward on an ATT include human rights 
and arms control NGOs (including Amnesty International, Oxfam 
and IANSA) and gun users (e.g. COLFO) as well as those 
involved with the firearms industry.   Government agencies whose 
input will also be sought include Police, New Zealand Defence 
Force and Customs. 

Legislation required: Not yet clear. 

Contact: Jillian Dempster 
Deputy Director 
International Security and Disarmament Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
jillian.dempster@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8203 Fax (04) 439 8519 
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54.  Convention on Cluster Munitions 

A diplomatic conference was held in Dublin from 19-30 May 2008 to finalise negotiations on a 
new Convention on cluster munitions, within the framework known as the Oslo Process.  A 
cluster munition is an area weapon, originally designed to target moving, dispersed, or 
concealed enemy forces.  It normally comprises a canister containing a number of sub-
munitions or bomblets, which are dispersed over an area.  While designed to explode on 
impact, many submunitions fail and become a serious humanitarian hazard for people returning 
to their communities post-conflict.   

The objective of the Convention is to prohibit the use, production, transfer and stockpiling of 
cluster munitions that cause unacceptable harm to civilians, and to establish a framework for 
co-operation and assistance to survivors, clearance of land contaminated by cluster munition 
remnants and the destruction of stockpiles.  New Zealand, together with a core group of 
countries that include Norway, Mexico, Ireland, Austria and Peru, played an active role in the 
Oslo Process, including hosting a negotiating meeting in February 2008.  New Zealand has also 
made a practical commitment to addressing the humanitarian harm posed by cluster munitions 
through the deployment of unexploded ordinance experts from the New Zealand Defence Force 
to Southern Lebanon to help clean up the United Nations-estimated one million unexploded 
cluster munitions in that region.   

New Zealand signed the Convention on 3 December 2008. 

Lead agencies: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
New Zealand Defence Force 
 

Status: Multilateral.  Negotiations were concluded at a Diplomatic 
Conference in Dublin in May 2008, and the Convention adopted 
by participating states.  New Zealand was amongst the first parties 
to sign the new Convention in Norway on 3 December 2008. The 
Convention and an accompanying National Interest Analysis have 
successfully completed the parliamentary treaty examination 
process and work is now underway on the passage of 
implementing legislation. 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

It is difficult to identify any direct impact that a cluster munitions 
Convention would have on Māori interests.  Māori with an interest 
in the new Convention on Cluster Munitions will of course have an 
opportunity to feed in their views. 
 
NGOs in New Zealand, under the umbrella group Aotearoa/New 
Zealand Cluster Munitions Coalition, have shown a strong interest 
in the humanitarian concerns posed by the use of cluster 
munitions.  The Coalition played an active role in the Wellington 
Conference on Cluster Munitions in February 2008 and 
participated in the final Conference in Dublin.  The New Zealand 
Defence Force and Ministry of Defence have been closely 
involved on the process, given the potential impact that a cluster 
munitions treaty might have on their operations.   

Legislation required: Yes.  A standalone Cluster Munitions (Prohibition) Bill has been 
developed to implement the Convention’s requirements and will 
shortly be introduced into the House of Representatives for 
consideration. 

Contact: Alex Rogers 
Legal Adviser 
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
alex.rogers@mfat.govt.nz  
Ph (04) 439 8547 Fax (04) 439 8103 
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55.  Agreement Between the Government of the United States of America and 
the Government of New Zealand on Facilitating Science and Technology 
Cooperation That Contributes to Domestic and External Security 
Capabilities 

Officials of the US Department of Homeland Security have proposed that the US and New 
Zealand conclude an Agreement to provide a framework to enable New Zealand agencies 
responsible for border and transport security, law enforcement and civil defence emergency 
management to maintain and develop closer links and technical cooperation with their US 
counterparts, who now form part of the Department of Homeland Security. The Co-operation 
Framework Agreement would serve as an umbrella agreement to enable US and New Zealand 
agencies to work together more closely and in a more structured way on border and transport 
security, law enforcement and civil defence emergency management issues. The Agreement 
affirms a “common interest in generating scientific and technological solutions to counter 
threats, reduce vulnerabilities, and respond to and recover from incidents and emergencies in 
those areas having the potential for causing significant security, economic and/or social 
impacts.” 

The Agreement would not, of itself, impose specific commitments. 

Lead agencies: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
 

Status: Bilateral.  Negotiations are ongoing. 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

Increased cooperation with the US on technologies linked with 
border and transport security, law enforcement and civil defence 
emergency management may offer scope for commercial benefit to 
New Zealand companies working in these areas. 
 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: David Taylor  
Director  
Americas Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
david.taylor@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8145 

 

56.  New Zealand-France Overarching Security Agreement on the Exchange of 
Classified Material 
Common name: New Zealand-France Overarching Security Agreement 

To govern the sharing of classified security-related information between New Zealand and 
France, and to upgrade the current non-treaty level arrangements in place on the issue.  

Lead agencies: Ministry of Defence 

Status: Bilateral.  A draft text is under development within the New Zealand 
Defence Force.   
 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: Caroline McQueen 
Analyst 
International Defence Relations Branch 
Ministry of Defence 
Caroline.McQueen@defence.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 496 0675 Fax (04) 496 0021 
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57.  Samoa-New Zealand Visiting Forces Agreement 

To regulate the pre-conditions and conditions for the temporary stay of members of the New 
Zealand Defence Force in Samoa, in particular for tropical condition training carried out in 
Samoa by the New Zealand Defence Force.  
 

Lead agencies: New Zealand Defence Force 

Status: Bilateral.  Negotiations are underway and are expected to conclude 
in June 2009.  The Agreement is expected to enter into force in 
July 2009, subject to completion of the necessary domestic 
processes in both countries. 
 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: Commander Chris Griggs, RNZN 
Deputy Director of Legal Services – Operations Law 
New Zealand Defence Force 
christopher.griggs@nzdf.mil.nz 
Ph (04) 496 0716 Fax (04) 496 0734 

 

58.  Agreement Between New Zealand and Germany on the Exchange of 
Classified Defence Information 

To provide rules governing the exchange of classified defence information between New Zealand 
and Germany. 
 

Lead agencies: New Zealand Defence Force 

Status: Bilateral.  Under consideration on both sides. 
 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: Commander Chris Griggs, RNZN 
Deputy Director of Legal Services – Operations Law 
New Zealand Defence Force 
christopher.griggs@nzdf.mil.nz 
Ph (04) 496 0716 Fax (04) 496 0734 
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PRIVATE INTERNATIONAL LAW 

59. Hague Convention on Choice of Court Agreements  

The Convention is primarily concerned with exclusive choice of court agreements in civil and 
commercial matters. It supports those agreements by requiring the chosen court to exercise 
jurisdiction and hear the case, and for courts in other countries to decline to do so. The 
Convention has the potential to significantly reduce risk and uncertainty associated with cross-
border contracting and cross-border dispute resolutions. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Justice 
 

Status: Multilateral. Not yet in force internationally. New Zealand is 
considering acceding to the Convention. 

Website: http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=conventions.text&cid=98 

Legislation required: Yes. 

Contact: Julie Nind  
Principal Adviser 
Ministry of Justice  
julie.nind@justice.govt.nz  
Ph (04) 494 9741 Fax (04) 494 9854 

 

60. Hague Convention on the Taking of Evidence Abroad in Civil or 
Commercial Matters  

The Convention deals with the taking of evidence overseas for the purposes of judicial 
proceedings in civil and commercial cases. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Justice 
 

Status: Multilateral. The Convention was concluded in 1971.  New Zealand 
is considering acceding to the Convention. 

Website: http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=conventions.text&cid=82 

Legislation required: No, the Evidence Act 2006 allows New Zealand to accede to the 
Convention.  

Contact: Julie Nind  
Principal Adviser 
Ministry of Justice 
julie.nind@justice.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 494 9741 Fax (04) 494 9854 
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61.  Convention on the International Recovery of Child Support and Other 
Forms of Family Maintenance  
Hague Conference on Private International Law 

This Convention is intended to provide for international judicial and administrative cooperation in 
the recovery of child support and other forms of family maintenance. 

Lead agency: Inland Revenue Department 
 

Status: Multilateral. Negotiations began in the Hague Conference on 
5 May 2003. Further negotiation took place in June 2004, 
April 2005 and June 2006. Negotiations were completed in May 
2007, and the Diplomatic Session was held from 5 November 
2007 to 23 November 2007. New Zealand is considering 
becoming party to the Convention. 

Website: www.hcch.net 

Legislation required: Legislation will be required to implement the Convention in New 
Zealand domestic law should New Zealand decide to become 
party to the Convention. 

Contact: Graeme Morrison 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Inland Revenue Department 
graeme.morrison@ird.govt.nz  
Ph (04) 890 6408 Fax (04) 978 1623 

 

62. Hague Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, 
Enforcement and Co-operation in Respect of Parental Responsibility and 
Measures for the Protection of Children (1996) 
Common name: Child Protection Convention  

The Convention relates to the protection of children in cross-border disputes. In particular the 
Convention clarifies that primary jurisdiction rests with the child’s country of habitual residence; 
provides for the recognition and enforcement of measures taken in one contracting state to be 
recognised and enforced in all other contracting states; and provides the basic framework for 
the exchange of information and collaboration between administrative authorities in the different 
contracting states. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Justice 
 

Status: Multilateral.  The Ministry of Justice in conjunction with the Ministry 
of Social Development is currently undertaking preliminary work to 
consider accession and are in the process of preparing a 
compatibility assessment.    

Website: http://www.hcch.net/index_en.php?act=conventions.text&cid=70 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

 

 

 

The Ministry of Justice has not yet ascertained the impact of the 
Convention so is unable to advise, at this stage, how it might 
impact on Māori interests. This will be investigated once the 
Ministry has a comprehensive understanding of the Convention’s 
impact.   

As noted above, the Ministry of Justice has yet to complete 
assessment on the impact of the Convention. Once this is 
completed the Ministry will be able to ascertain the stakeholders. 
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Legislation required: Changes to existing laws for recognition, enforcement and co-
operation with respect to overseas court orders and administrative 
decisions that fall within the scope of the Convention are likely to 
be required if New Zealand becomes a party. 

Contact: Sandra Porteous  
Senior Advisor 
Public Law, Family Law Team 
Ministry of Justice 
sandra.porteous@justice.govt.nz  
Ph (04) 494 9929 Fax (04) 494 9854 

 

63. Agreement on Trans-Tasman Court Proceedings and Regulatory 
Enforcement 

The Agreement covers legal co-operation in: 

(i) civil proceedings with a Trans-Tasman element, and  

(ii) the enforcement of civil penalties and certain regulatory criminal fines across the 
Tasman. 

The objective of the Agreement is to resolve Trans-Tasman civil disputes more effectively and 
efficiently to remove trade barriers and contribute to the success of Closer Economic Relations 
and Single Economic Market initiatives. 

The significance of this Agreement for New Zealand is the creation of a coherent legal 
framework for resolving Trans-Tasman civil disputes. Benefits include:  

(i) simpler and cheaper dispute resolution and more effective remedies in these disputes; 

(ii) reducing incentives for people to move themselves and their assets to the other country 
to put them beyond reach of a regulatory regime; and 

(iii) avoiding enforcement gaps in Trans-Tasman initiatives, e.g. mutual recognition of 
security offerings. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Justice 
 

Status: Bilateral. The New Zealand and Australian Governments signed 
the Agreement on 24 July 2008.  Parliamentary treaty examination 
for the Agreement was completed on 4 September 2008.  New 
Zealand is currently working with Australia on the mirror 
implementing legislation necessary to bring the Agreement into 
force. 

Particular interest 
Māori and other 
groups: 

New Zealand Law Society, New Zealand Judiciary, Legal 
Profession and New Zealand businesses with interests in 
Australia. 

Legislation required: Yes. The expected timeframe for introduction of a bill is the 
second half of 2009. 

Contact: Julie Nind  
Principal Adviser 
Ministry of Justice 
julie.nind@justice.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 494 9741 Fax (04) 494 9854 
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UNCITRAL 

64. Convention on the Use of Electronic Communications in Internati
Commerce  

onal 

Lead agency: Ministry of Economic Development 

Status: ultilateral. The Convention is open for signature. New Zealand is 

Website: http://www.uncitral.org/pdf/english/texts/electcom/06-

The aim of the Convention is to produce an international instrument dealing with issues of 
electronic contracting and with appropriate ways for removing obstacles to electronic 
contracting in existing law conventions and trade agreements. The Convention will facilitate the 
use of modern means of communication in cross-border commercial transactions.  

 
M
currently considering signing the Convention. 

57452_Ebook.pdf  

n required: e amendments to the Electronic Transactions 

Contact: 

ic De
phillip.toye@med.govt.nz

Legislatio Yes, would requir
Act.  

Phillip Toye 
Senior Advisor 
Ministry of Econom velopment 

 
Ph (04) 462 4267 Fax (04) 499 0969 
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MUTUAL ASS XTRADITIONISTANCE and E  

of America and  

ffairs and Trade 

Status: ilateral. Text under negotiation. Negotiations commenced in July 

Legislation required: Not yet clear. 

Contact: Rachel Maidment 

Legal Division 

rachel.maidment

65. Treaty on Extradition between the United States 
New Zealand 

The Treaty would deal with the extradition of accused and convicted persons between the two 
countries. There is an extradition treaty currently in force between New Zealand and the  
United States. However, the current treaty was concluded in 1970 and as a result, it is desirable 
that the treaty be modernised to bring it in line with current international practice in extradition 
matters. 

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign A
 
B
2006. 

Senior Legal Adviser 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
@mfat.govt.nz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ph (04) 439 8214 Fax (04) 439 8103 
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CORRUPTION 

66. United Nations Convention Against Corruption  
Common name: UNODC 

onvention codifies measures to combat corruThis C ption in the public and the private sector, 
including the criminalisation of corruption offences (in particular bribery), measures to detect 

 
cember 

2003 at the initial signing ceremony in Mexico.   

tml

and deter money laundering, other measures to permit the freezing, seizing and confiscation of 
the proceeds of crime, and means to enhance international cooperation through extradition and 
mutual legal assistance. 

Lead agencies: Ministry of Justice  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

Status: Multilateral. New Zealand signed the Convention in De

New Zealand is now working towards ratifying the Convention. 

Websites: http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/corruption/index.h  

http://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/treaties/CAC/index.html 

Legislation required: Yes. The Convention will require amendments to the Crimes Act 

Ministry of Justice 

1961 and to the Financial Transactions Reporting Act 1996 (the 
latter of which is being reviewed under the Anti-Money Laundering 
implementation project at the Ministry of Justice). 

Contact: Boris van Beusekom 
International Criminal Law 

boris.vanbeusekom@justice.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 494 9788 Fax (04) 494 9917 
 
Rachel Maidment 
Senior Legal Adviser 
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
rachel.maidment@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8214 Fax (04) 439 8103 
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ORGANISED CRIME 

67. 
rts and Components and Ammunition Supplementing the United 

on
he

The express purpose of the
among States Parties in orde
trafficking in firearms, their p
combat offences that are tra
Protocol supplements the 
provisions of the Convention 

The e

(i) Discrete offences of
and ammunition, and

(ii) Offences of falsifying

(iii) Legislation allowing the confiscation a  illicitly manufactured or trafficked 
s, their parts,  ammunition; 

(iv) Records on the impo anufacture of firearms (and, where appropriate and 
feasible, their parts, c unition) to be maintained for not less than 10 
years, so that they ca

(v) Unique marking of firearms at time of manufacture and importation, to be part of the 
records system; 

(vi) An effective system ing for firearms, their parts 
and components and

(vii) Adequate security a asures in respect of illicit manufacturing and 
trafficking of firearms nd 

(viii) Information sharing b to assist the prevention, detection and investigation 
of illicit manufacturing . 

In addition states are to co for regulating the activities of firearm 
brokers. 

his will involve significant amendments to the Arms Act 1983 and the Arms Regulations 1992, 
nd some minor amendments to other Acts and Regulations. In addition, new regulatory and 
dministrative measures will be needed to implement requirements of the Protocol. Additional 
quirements under the Arms Act will impact on Police, and there will be implications for 

New Zealand Customs Service with regard to border control and security. 

Lead agencies: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
New Zealand Police 
 

Status: Multilateral. The Protocol has now obtained the required number 
of signatories for it to be in force. In March 2004 Cabinet 
authorised New Zealand to become a party to the Protocol, 
subject to completion of the Parliamentary treaty examination 
process and passage of the necessary legislation. The 
Parliamentary treaty examination process for the Firearms 
Protocol was conducted by Parliament’s Law and Order 

Protocol Against the Illicit Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, 
Their Pa
Nations Conventi
Common Name: T

 against Transnational Organized Crime 
 Firearms Protocol 

 Protocol is to: ‘promote, facilitate and strengthen cooperation 
r to prevent, combat and eradicate the illicit manufacturing of and 
arts and components and ammunition.’ It is largely designed to 

nsnational in nature and involve an organised criminal group. The 
Convention against Transnational Organized Crime and the 
apply with any necessary modifications to the Protocol. 

main obligations that th  Protocol imposes on States Parties are the need to have: 

 the illicit manufacturing of firearms, their parts and components 
 of illicit trafficking of firearms; 

 or illicitly removing or altering firearms markings; 

nd seizure of
firearm components and

rt, export and m
omponents and amm
n be traced and identified; 

of export and import licensing/authoris
 ammunition; 

nd preventive me
; a

etween states 
 and trafficking

nsider creating provisions 

T
a
a
re
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Committee. The Committee reported on 
was unable to reach agreement on whether 

2 September 2004 and 
New Zealand should 

ratify the Protocol. 

W .org/English/notpubl/18-12_c_E.docebsite: http://untreaty.un  

al Rifle Association of New Zealand, 

oters 

tion required: 

s first 

Contact: Geoffrey 
er Justice and Transport Team 

Particular interest to 
Māori and other 
groups: 

There are a number of groups with interests in firearms, which will 
take a strong interest in the passage of any legislation related to 
firearms. These include: New Zealand Council of Licensed 
Firearms Owners, Nation
Pistol New Zealand, New Zealand Mountain Safety Council, 
New Zealand Antique and Historical Arms Association, 
New Zealand Deerstalkers Association, Sporting Sho
Association of New Zealand, New Zealand Shooting Federation 
and the Coalition for Gun Control. 

Legisla Yes. The Arms Amendment Bill (No 3) is required to be passed 
before New Zealand can become party to the Firearms Protocol. 

he Bill was introduced on 18 February 2005.  It passed itT
reading on 12 April 2005 and was referred to Parliament’s Law 
and Order Committee for consideration and report.  The Bill has 

een reinstated by the current Parliament and is still before the b
Law and Order Committee. 

Dunn 
anagM

Policy Group 
New Zealand Police 
geoffrey.dunn@police.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 474 9505 Fax (04) 498 7407 
 
Inspector Joe Green 
Manager 

icensing and Vetting Service Centre L
New Zealand Police 
joe.green@police.govt.nz 

h (04) 474 8851 P
 
Alex Rogers 
egal Adviser L

Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
lex.rogers@mfat.govt.nza  

Ph (04) 439 8547 Fax (04) 439 8103 
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DOUBLE TAXATION AGREEMENTS 

68.  Double Tax Agreements (DTAs)  

Doub ents red -border trade and investment and 
assis o
Agre  li
prevention of tax avoidance a

(i) Anguilla: Anguilla commenced in 2005. Discussions 
anding issues. 

 
(ii) Antigua and Barbuda: Antigua and Barbuda commenced in 2004. 

 the outstanding issues. 

(iii) Aruba:  in 2007. Discussions 

 
(iv) Australia: A revised DTA to replace the existing 1995 DTA was negotiated in 

2008. It is expected that the DTA will be signed in late June 2009. 
 

(v) Belgium: Negotiations for a Protocol to amend the 1981 DTA with Belgium 
are complete. It is expected that the Protocol will be signed in 
2009. 
 

(vi) Bermuda: TIEA negotiations with Bermuda commenced in 2006. The TIEA 
was signed in April 2009.  New Zealand and Bermuda are 
currently working to completing their constitutional and legal 
procedures for entry into force of the TIEA. 
 

(vii) British Virgin Islands: TIEA negotiations with the British Virgin Islands commenced in 
2004. It is expected that the TIEA will be signed in 2009. 
 

(viii) Cayman Islands: TIEA negotiations with the Cayman Islands commenced in 2009. It 
is expected that the TIEA will be signed in 2009. 
 

(ix) Cook Islands: TIEA negotiations with the Cook Islands commenced in 2006. It is 
expected that the TIEA will be signed in 2009. 
 

(x) Grenada: TIEA negotiations with Grenada commenced in 2004. Discussions 
are continuing on the outstanding issues. 
 

(xi) Guernsey: TIEA negotiations with Guernsey commenced in 2004. It is 
expected that the TIEA will be signed in 2009. 
 

(xii) Isle of Man: TIEA negotiations with the Isle of Man commenced in 2004. It is 
expected that the TIEA will be signed in 2009. 
 

(xiii) Jersey: TIEA negotiations with Jersey commenced in 2004. It is expected 
that the TIEA will be signed in 2009. 
 

(xiv) Nauru: TIEA negotiations with Nauru commenced in 2007. Discussions 
are continuing on the outstanding issues. 
 

(xv) Singapore: DTA negotiations with Singapore commenced in 2005. 
Discussions are continuing on the outstanding issues. 
 

(xvi) Turkey DTA negotiations with Turkey commended in 2008 and are now 
complete. It is hoped that the DTA will be signed in 2009. 
 

le Tax Agreem uce tax impediments to cross
t in the prevention 
ements (TIEAs) are a

f tax avoidance and tax evasion. Tax Information Exchange 
mited form of DTA that are concerned only with assisting in the 
nd tax evasion. 

TIEA negotiations with 
are continuing on the outst
 
TIEA negotiations with 
Discussions are continuing on
 

 with TIEA negotiations Aruba commenced
are continuing on the outstanding issues. 
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(xvii) United States of 
America: 

A protoc  DTA with the USA was signed on 1 
December 20 are now working towards completion 
of their respective procedures for entry into force. 

lgated, pursuant 

Contact: 

rtment 

ol to amend the 1982
08.  Both sides 

 

Lead agency: Inland Revenue Department 
 

Legislation required: No primary legislation is required to give effect to the Agreements 
listed above. An Order in Council may be promu
to section BH 1 of the Income Tax Act 2004, to bring a DTA into 
force in New Zealand. 

Graham Hunt 
Senior Policy Analyst 
Policy Advice Division 
nland Revenue DepaI
graham.hunt@ird.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 890 6131 Fax (04) 978 1622 
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EMPLOYMENT 

69. Working Holiday Sc

HS bilateral Agreements en aland ing holiday visa in a 
ariety of countries. The reciprocal Agreements also further people-to-people links. The 

 or awaiting formal steps: 

(i) Br egotiations are complete.  Cabinet has approved the Agreement 
and it was signed in Auckland on 28 August 2008.  New Zealand 

(ii) Peru: Negotiations are complete. Cabinet has approved the agreement 

Peru of the 
completion of its internal procedures in August 2009, thus bringing 
the Agreement into force. 

(iii) Poland: egotiations are complete.  Cabinet has approved the Agreement 
it was signed in Warsaw on 9 May 2008. Poland is still to 

complete domestic procedures to bring the agreement into force. 

(iv) Spain: e complete.  Cabinet has approved the Agreement 
ed in June 2009.  

 

Lead agencies: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade   
Department of Labour 
 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: Europe: Ian Brownlie 
Europe Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
ian.brownlie

hemes (WHS) 

W
v

able young New Ze ers to obtain a work

following Agreements are currently under negotiation

azil: N

has completed its procedures. The Brazilian Congress has to ratify 
the Agreement in order to complete its domestic procedures. The 
Agreement will enter into force when the Brazilian Congress 
approves ratification. 
 

and it was signed in Lima on 22 November 2008. Peru has 
formally notified New Zealand that they have completed their 
internal processes. New Zealand hopes to notify 

 
N
and 

 
Negotiations ar
and it is hoped that it will be sign
 

@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8405 Fax (04) 439 8523 
 
Latin America: Esther Guy-Meakin 
Americas Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade  
esther.guy-meakin@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8446 Fax (04) 439 8516 
 
Middle East and Africa: David Irwin 
Middle East and Africa Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
david.irwin@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8573 Fax (04) 439 8521 
 
Alice King 
Legal Adviser 
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
alice.king@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8337 Fax (04) 439 8103 
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Rachel T
Policy Officer 
Economic Division 

 of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
ylor@mfat.govt.nz

aylor 

Ministry
rachel.ta  

H (04) 439 8065 Fax (04) 439 8545 

ring the welfare of 
partners and dependants, and in particular employment opportunities for accompanying 
d  In many of 
immigration requirements po
employment agreements (or a

Italy: 

n domestic procedures are complete. 
 

Legislation required: 

Contact: Alice 

P
 

70. Dependants Employment Agreements 
Common name: DEA 

A central concern for successful Foreign Service assignments is ensu

ependants. the countries where staff are assigned, local legislative and 
se problems for dependants who want to work. Dependants’ 
rrangements) are required if these hurdles are to be overcome. 

An Agreement was signed in December 2003. New Zealand 
procedures are complete. The Agreement will enter into force 
when the Italia

Lead agency: Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
 
No. 

King 
Legal Adviser 
Legal Division 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
alice.king@mfat.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 439 8337 Fax (04) 439 8103 
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TRANSPORT 

71. Air Services Agreements  
Common Name: ASA 

for airline ownership and the routes, frequency and capacity of flights by 
national carriers between the States Parties (and sometimes beyond those states). They may 

(i) Canada: New Zealand and Canada have an air services agreement, signed 

ated for a new, more liberal, “Blue Sky” Air 
ransport Agreement on 14-16 August 2007.  The negotiated text 

 Union: s granted a mandate to enter into 
negotiations with New Zealand on a comprehensive air services 

l’ agreement negotiated in 2005. Formal negotiations 
ommenced in November 2008. 

(iii) South Africa: otiated in 1997, was amended 
rough the incorporation of new or amended articles relating to 

le.  In addition, capacity for own-aircraft services was 
creased to seven services per week for the designated airlines of 

ervices per week).  New Zealand and 
South African carriers may also now uplift supplementary traffic at 

(iv) Turkey: Negotiations for an air service agreement with Turkey were held 
on 27-28 May 2008.  Turkey had provided the draft text of an air 

tion by New Zealand ahead of 
egotiations. The text of the Agreement is finalised. The 

ement is now awaiting signature and entry into force. 
 

Lead agency: sport 

Contact: 

Ministry of Transport 
j.macilree@transport.govt.nz

Air Services Agreements (ASA) cover the provision of air transport services between states.  
Such bilateral Agreements and their related Understandings and Arrangements, generally 
regulate the rules 

include issues such as the provision of ground handling services, the procedure for approving 
tariffs, the designation of national carriers, and aviation security and safety. 

in 1985, but it contains a number of restrictions, e.g. on routes and 
the number of flights that may be operated. New Zealand and 
Canada negoti
T
is awaiting signature but entered into administrative effect on 16 
March 2009. 
 

(ii) European The European Commission wa

agreement on 13 June 2008, which would add on to the 
‘horizonta
c
 
The ASA with South Africa, neg
th
airline designation, aviation safety, tariffs, user charges and the 
route schedu
in
each side (up from three s

all points in Australia for both own-aircraft operations and code-
share services.  Negotiations were held on 12-13 June 2008.  
Notes bringing the treaty amendments into force are still to be 
exchanged. 
 

services agreement for considera
n
agre

Ministry of Tran
 
John Macilree  
Principal Adviser 
Air Services  

 
Ph (04) 439 9347 Fax (04) 439 9004 
 
Sonya van de Geer 
Principal Adviser 
Aviation, Maritime and Security 
Ministry of Transport 
s.vandegeer@transport.govt.nz 
Ph (03) 366 9306 Fax (03) 366 9317 

64 www.mfat.govt.nz 



 

 www.mfat.govt.nz 65 

USOCIAL SECURITY AGREEMENTS 

72. Social Security Agreements 

Social Security Agreements modify domestic legislation to allow up to 100% of the rate of 
New Zealand pensions and benefits to be paid into Agreement partner countries, and for 
applications for payments of New Zealand social security benefits to be made from Agreement 
partner countries. 

Social Security Agreements also enable people from Agreement partner countries to count 
periods of residence or contribution in one country as periods of residence or contribution in the 
other, for the purposes of qualifying for social security benefits. 

(i) Australia: Negotiations began in 2008 to update the 2003 Agreement.  
These negotiations are ongoing and progress is expected to be 
made in 2009. 
 

(ii) Croatia: Second round of negotiations held October 2004; Negotiations are 
ongoing and progress is expected in 2008/2009. 
 

(iii) Cyprus: Negotiations are ongoing. 

(iv) Hungary: Second round of negotiations held October 2004; Negotiations are 
ongoing. 
 

(v) Ireland: Existing Agreement (1993) renegotiated June 2004; final draft of 
new Agreement to be completed. 
 

(vi) Italy: Agreement concluded.  Awaiting ratification by the Italian 
Parliament. 
 

(vii) Malta: Negotiations are ongoing. 

(viii) The Netherlands: Amendments to the Netherlands Social Security Agreement have 
been concluded.  New Zealand has completed its constitutional 
procedures for entry into force.  The Amendments will enter into 
force when the Dutch constitutional procedures have been 
completed. 

 

Lead agency: Ministry of Social Development 
 

Legislation required: No. 

Contact: Steven Bailey  
Team Manager 
International Policy and Agreements  
Ministry of Social Development 
Usteven.bailey001@msd.govt.nz 
Ph (04) 916 3892 Fax (04) 916 3909 

 
 
 
 


