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Office of the Minister for Trade and Export Growth 

Chair, Cabinet 

Report on Overseas Travel: Hon David Parker 

I recommend that Cabinet note this report on my travel to Tokyo, Japan from 
18 to 22 January 2019 to attend the inaugural Joint Commission meeting of the 
Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP). 

Report 

1 

2 

Japan hosted the inaugural CPTPP Joint Commission at ministerial level on 
20 January 2019 following the entry into force of the agreement on 
30 December 2018. 

At the Joint Commission meeting Prime Minister Abe remarked that the 
CPTPP entering into force was akin to   birth of a mega economic region of 
500 million people  At a time when the global trading system was   
shaken  by the rise of protectionism, Abe called the CPTPP a banner for 
promoting high-standard rules for free and fair trade around the world and 
reaffirmed that Japan would be its standard bearer. This view was echoed in 
comments by other Ministers including myself. 

3 Ministers issued a joint statement highlighting the importance of CPTPP 
amidst the challenges to the rules-based trading system. The statement noted 
that   growing concerns over recent trends toward protectionism  
CPTPP Ministers   the view that it is of paramount importance to 
maintain and further strengthen the principles of an effective, open, inclusive 
and rules-based trading system  

4 Minister  also highlighted the importance of full and effective implementation 
of the agreement in their remarks and made progress on this front with the 
adoption of rules of procedure and codes of conduct applying in dispute 
settlement cases under the agreement. New Zealand  ongoing role as part of 
the leadership group in CPTPP was confirmed with the Commission decision 
on future chairing arrangements. New Zealand will host the next set of 
CPTPP meetings later this year. During the meeting Ministers also 
emphasised the importance of the remaining four signatories (Peru, Chile, 
Brunei, Malaysia) ratifying the agreement as soon as possible and agreed on 
procedures to allow for the accession of new members to the agreement 
overtime. 
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5 In the margins of the Joint Commission I met with my counterparts in the 
Inclusive Trade Action Group (ITAG) from Chile and Canada. It was agreed 
that New Zealand would follow up with ideas for a proposed work plan for 
2019, with a view to Ministers meeting again in the margins of the APEC 
Ministers Responsible for Trade meeting in Chile in May. I also spoke with 
other CPTPP participants about ITAG including Peruvian Minister Vasquez, 
who showed interest in learning more about the initiative. 

6 

7 While in Tokyo I also met with a group of New Zealand exporters with a local 
presence in Japan, including 

. Their reactions to the entry into force of CPTPP were universally 
positive. I also had lunch with the Japan   New Zealand Parliamentary 
Friendship League which was a valuable opportunity to have a wide ranging 

sation touching on cyber security, health care for the aging population, 
and Brexit. 

Proactive release 

8 This paper, and my earlier paper proposing this travel on 29 January, will be 
proactively released as per Cabinet Office Circular CO (18) 4, on the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and Trade  website. Proactive release is subject to 
redaction as appropriate under the Official Information Act 1982. 

Recommendation 

I recommend that Cabinet note this report. 

Authorised for lodgement 

Hon David Parker 

Minister for Trade and Export Growth 
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