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 offences that take place on board New Zealand vessels in international 
waters (e.g. were a murder to occur on a New Zealand yacht in international 
waters) 

 where an offence occurs in New Zealand but the alleged offender has left 
New Zealand (e.g. where a murder occurs in New Zealand and offender is 
believed to be located on a vessel in international waters)  

The government has prioritised maritime security and made significant capability 
investments 

The government has developed a Maritime Security Strategy that provides a 
framework to deliver a comprehensive approach to maritime security. The Strategy 
conveys the importance of a robust authorising environment. It underscores that 
effective maritime security responses depend on access to a range of lawful options to 
detect, interdict, search, and detain vessels and suspected offenders in international 
waters 

The Maritime Security Strategy provides policy guidance that will help ensure best use 
is made of Government’s significant investments in maritime security capability, 
including four P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft and the Enhanced Maritime 
Awareness Capability. A robust maritime powers framework will support these policy 
efforts and investment decisions and ensure we have the powers necessary to make 
the most of our enhanced maritime capabilities.   

The Strategic Defence Policy Statement 2018 underscores that maritime security is 
fundamental to New Zealand’s national security. It highlights rising and formidable 
challenges in the maritime domain, particularly in relation to climate change, 
transnational organised crime, resource competition and irregular migration. 

The International Legal framework  

Maritime powers means the exercise of law enforcement powers (e.g. interdiction, 
search, arrest and detention) in respect of both foreign and domestic vessels in 
international waters.  
The right to use maritime powers is established by international law. International law 
provides States with different rights and obligations in different maritime zones. As 
illustrated below, “international waters” start at 12 nautical miles from the shore and 
encompass the contiguous zone, exclusive economic zone (EEZ) and the high seas.  

Maritime Zones 
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