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Some parts of this information release would not be appropriate to release and, if 

requested, would be withheld under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act). Where 

this is the case, the relevant sections of the Act that would apply have been identified. 

Where information has been withheld, no public interest has been identified that would 

outweigh the reasons for withholding it. 

 

Key to redaction codes: 

 

 6(a): to avoid prejudicing the security or defence of New Zealand or the international 

relations of the New Zealand Government. 
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Cabinet

Minute of Decision
This document contains information for the New Zealand Cabinet. It must be treated in confidence and 
handled in accordance with any security classification, or other endorsement. The information can only be 
released, including under the Official Information Act 1982, by persons with the appropriate authority.

Proposed Overseas Travel: Hon Carmel Sepuloni, Hon Barbara Edmonds
and Hon James Shaw

Portfolio Deputy Prime Minister

On 11 April 2023, Cabinet:

1 authorised the absence of Hon Carmel Sepuloni from New Zealand, and that of Hon Barbara 
Edmonds and Hon James Shaw, from 16 to 21 April 2023, to travel to Solomon Islands, Fiji 
and Tonga for the 2023 Pacific Trade Mission;

2 agreed that they be accompanied by a delegation of approximately 50 people consisting of 
representatives from Parliament, civil society, iwi and the Pacific community, business and 
media;

3 approved the expenditure of up to $51,354 for the travel expenses of the ministerial and 
parliamentary parties as a charge to Vote: Internal Affairs (Members of the Executive – 
Travel);

4 noted that they will also be accompanied by officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade (MFAT) and other NZ Inc. agencies, whose travel costs will be met by their 
agencies;

5 noted that travel for the entirety of the Pacific Mission will be by RNZAF Boeing 757; 

6 noted that accommodation and incidental costs for delegation members not included in 
paragraphs 3 or 4 above will be met either by MFAT or directly by non-subsidised delegation 
members as appropriate;

7 agreed that in their absence:

7.1 Hon Priyanca Radhakrishnan act as Minister for Social Development and 
Employment and Minister for Pacific Peoples;

7.2 Hon Willow-Jean Prime act as Minister for Arts, Culture and Heritage;

7.3 Hon Jan Tinetti act as Minister of Internal Affairs;

7.4 Hon David Parker act as Minister of Climate Change;

8 noted that the House is not sitting during their absence.

Rachel Hayward
Secretary of the Cabinet
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