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We refer to your email of 14 June 2024 in which you request the following under the Official 

Information Act 1982 (OIA): 

1. Any report provided to the Standing Orders Committee during the 53rd Parliament 

regarding the review of standing order requirements and of parliamentary processes for 

scrutiny of international treaties by the Foreign Affairs Defence and Trade Committee or 

other committees; 

 

2. Any advice provided to the Foreign Affairs Defence and Trade Committee in the 

54th Parliament relating to the recommendation of the Standing Orders Committee’s Review 

of Standing Orders 2023 (pages 59-60) for the committee to review of parliamentary 

process for scrutiny of international treaties; 

 

3. Any advice provided to Minister of Foreign Affairs and Minister for Trade in 2023 

and 2024 regarding the parliamentary process for scrutiny of international treaties and any 

review of that process; 

 

4. Any internal discussion within MFAT relating to the Standing Orders Committee’s 

Review of Standing Orders 2023 and the proposal to review of parliamentary process for 

scrutiny of international treaties, and the implementation of that Standing Orders 

Committee’s recommendation on pages 59-60. 

 

Question One 

This part of your request is refused under section 18(e) of the OIA, as the requested information 

does not exist.  

 

Question Two 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (the Ministry) provided written and oral material to the 

Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Select Committee in April 2024. Accordingly, this part of your 

request is refused under section 18(d) of the OIA as the information is publicly available. The 

written material is titled “Briefing on the international treaty examination process – Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs and Trade” and is publicly available on the New Zealand Parliament website: 

https://www.parliament.nz/en/pb/sc/submissions-and-

advice/document/54SCFADT EVI cb2aeea0-afff-4221-f9be-08dbff71d8ff FADT470/ministry-of-

foreign-affairs-and-trade.  
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The oral material was recorded by the Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Select Committee and 

is publicly available at: https://vimeo.com/showcase/10758106/video/941746411#t=1510s.  

 

Question Three 

There is one document in scope of part three of your request - a submission to the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs titled “Briefing to FADTC on the international treaty making process” and dated 22 

March 2024. A copy of this submission is attached.   

 

Question Four  

We have interpreted this part of your request to be for information involving substantive 

discussion relating to the “Review of Standing Orders 2023 Report of the Standing Orders 

Committee” presented to the House of Representatives on 30 August 2023. We have interpreted 

the timeframe of this part of your request to be for the period 30 August 2023, the date of the 

Standing Orders Committee Report, to 14 June 2024, the date of your request. Administrative 

emails that relate to the development of the submission to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, and the 

briefing to the Foreign Affairs Defence and Trade Committee have been ruled out of scope.  

 

There are four email chains in scope of your request and these are attached. We have withheld 

some information under the following sections of the OIA:  

• 9(2)(a): to protect individuals’ privacy; and 

• 9(2)(g)(i): to protect the free and frank expression of opinions by departments. 

 

Where the information has been withheld under section 9 of the OIA, we have identified no public 

interest in releasing the information that would override the reasons for withholding it.  

 

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official information 

requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your personal information 

removed) may be published on the Ministry website: www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-

us/official-information-act-responses/  

 

If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 

DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 

Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 

0800 802 602. 

 

Nāku noa, nā 

 
Sarah Corbett 

for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 

 




















































