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Thank you for your email of 3 February 2025 in which you request the following under 

the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA) in relation to the Manaaki New Zealand 

Scholarships: 

 

•The reasoning behind these Scholarships, the application process for each student 

and the reasoning behind this been offered to each country. 

  

•The total number of students who accessed this scheme over the last three years 

(2022-2024) broken down by year and then country and then type of degree. 

  

•The total cost of students accessing this scheme over the last three years broken 

down by year and then country and then type of degree. 

 

On 10 February 2025, we contacted you to clarify your request. On 11 February 2025 

you confirmed the following refinement of your request for information relating to the 

Manaaki New Zealand Scholarships: 

 

1. The country eligibility criteria for countries where students were offered tertiary scholarships 
in the 2022, 2023 and 2024 calendar years.  

  
2. The total number of students who were offered the tertiary scholarships scheme over the last 

three years (2022-2024) broken down by year and then country. 
  

3. The total amount the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade has provided to the student who 
were offered the tertiary scholarships scheme over the last three years broken down by year 
and then country. 

 

On 11 March 2025, the timeframes for responding to your request were extended by an 

additional 10 working days due to the consultations necessary to make a decision on 

your request (section 15A(1)(b) of the OIA refers). 

 

A response to each part of your request is provided below. 

 

 

 

Personal details removed for proactive release

Personal details removed for proactive release



 

 

 

Page 2 of 5 

Part one  

Eligibility criteria for Manaaki Tertiary Scholarships can be found on the Manaaki  

New Zealand Scholarship website at:  

 

https://www.nzscholarships.govt.nz/category/eligibility/2-check-if-you-are-eligible-to-

apply-for-a-manaaki-new-zealand-scholarship/ 

 

Additionally, specific eligible subjects for study are set in consultation with partner 

countries. Information about these can be found via the region and country links at:  

 

https://www.nzscholarships.govt.nz/category/research/3-study-subjects-we-

recommend-for-your-country/ 

 

Accordingly, this part of your request is refused under section 18(d) of the OIA as the 

information you requested is publicly available. 

 

Part two  

A table showing the number students who accessed Manaaki New Zealand Tertiary 

Scholarships by calendar year is attached in Annex A. Scholarships are awarded every 

calendar year, with some students spanning multiple years. 

 

Part three  

A table showing the amounts that have been paid to Manaaki New Zealand Tertiary 

Scholars over the past 3 years is Annex B. Payments are organised by financial year, in 

keeping with Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (the Ministry) financial processes. The 

information is being provided in the form that is held by the Ministry, noting that some 

information is grouped by region. 

 

Please note that it is our policy to proactively release our responses to official 

information requests where possible. Therefore, our response to your request (with your 

personal information removed) may be published on the Ministry website:  

www.mfat.govt.nz/en/about-us/contact-us/official-information-act-responses/  

 

If you have any questions about this decision, you can contact us by email at: 

DM-ESD@mfat.govt.nz. You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the 

Ombudsman of this decision by contacting www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or freephone 

0800 802 602. 

 

Nāku noa, nā 

 
Sarah Corbett 

for Secretary of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
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Palau 0 0 1 1 

Papua New Guinea 13 26 26 65 

Philippines 1 7 15 23 

Rwanda 0 0 1 1 

Samoa 43 45 36 124 

Solomon Islands 9 33 17 59 

South Africa 0 0 3 3 

St Vincent and the Grenadines 0 0 2 2 

Suriname 0 0 1 1 

Tanzania 0 0 1 1 

Thailand 0 3 4 7 

Timor-Leste 3 7 12 22 

Tonga 11 27 19 57 

Tuvalu 2 5 7 14 

Uganda 0 1 1 2 

Vanuatu 20 19 17 56 

Viet Nam 4 14 25 43 

Zambia 0 1 1 2 

Zimbabwe 0 1 1 2 

Total 151 331 358 840 
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